
Welcome to Reception

Class Name Staff Names

Chestnut Class Miss Ross

Mrs Ridley 



As you will be aware we introduced our updated vision and 
values for Newlands in the Spring Term. This vision is 
aspirational and we are continuing to develop this culture 
across the school.

The vision for Newlands is built on belonging, where everyone 
is accepted for who they are and welcomed, where children 
feel safe and part of our community. This belonging gives the 
children the strong roots they need to begin their learning 
journey with us.

Throughout their time with us, the children grow and learn, 
becoming stronger and taller just like the trunk of the tree. 
Learning is not always easy and, just like the twists and bends 
in this trunk, there are challenges to overcome, but through 
our shared belonging community and core values we support 
each other through this journey.

The foliage of the tree represents the future and our children 
flourishing both academically and emotionally because of the 
strong foundations they have built during their time with us.

Our core values, Kindness, Respect, Safety, Responsibility, 
Resilience and Teamwork are embedded in all areas of the 
curriculum and our day-to-day practice, coming together to 
support our vision.

Together we belong, together we grow, together we 
achieve.



Newlands Primary School Home School Agreement 
School Parent Child

The school will do its best to:
• Provide a secure, happy and stimulating learning 

environment.
• Provide a broad and balanced curriculum which meets 

the needs of your child’s well-being, mental health and 
academic needs.

• Encourage your child to show friendship and respect for 
others and to abide by the school behaviour policy, 
ensuring a safe and caring environment for all.

• Teach your child to develop a positive attitude towards 
one another, regardless of gender, race, culture, belief, 
age or need.

• Keep you informed termly about your child’s progress 
and behaviour, as well as their yearly curriculum.

• Set regular and appropriate home learning for your 
child.

• Make you feel welcome whenever you visit the school 
and respond to your questions or concerns.

• Allow children safe and secure use of the Internet 
through a combination of site filtering, supervision and 
by fostering a responsible attitude in all pupils, in 
partnership with parents. (Refer to E-Safety Policy) 

• Communicate promptly in the event of an emergency or 
other cause for concern

• Keep you informed about school events, activities, 
through monthly newsletters, emails and school 
website. 

• Encourage your child to become an active member 
within our community and help them see that they can 
have an impact on the world around them.

• Encourage your child to feel proud of their 
achievements and enjoy being a valued member of our 
school community

All parents and guardians will:
• Accept the school’s aims and values, positively 

supporting the school. 
• Ensure that your child attends school punctually every 

day during term time, arriving in their classroom 
between 8.30-8.45am.

• Follow the protocols for safe parking on and outside the 
school site.

• Notify the school by letter or telephone in the event of 
absence by 8.50am on the day of absence.

• Support the school’s policies and guidelines on learning, 
behaviour uniform and dress code, both in school and at 
home.

• Attend parent/teacher meetings to discuss your child’s 
progress.

• Support your child with home learning that is set, 
including mental maths, spellings, daily reading and 
keeping the reading record up to date.

• Keep us informed of any changes to parent / carer and 
emergency contact details.

• Promptly inform the school of any concerns or 
problems.

• Support the school in the teaching of safe, secure and 
age appropriate internet use at home. 

• Respectfully follow good practices when using social 
media to discuss school matters and use formal 
channels as appropriate. 

• Follow the school photo policy when sharing pictures on 
social media. 

• Do not take family holidays during term time

I will do my best to:

• Be a friend to others to help us succeed together as a 
team

• Be determined to do all classwork and home learning as 
well as I can, asking questions when I don’t understand.

• Be respectful towards other people’s culture, race, 
feelings and beliefs

• Accept responsibility for the things I do.

• Make sure I behave in a way that keeps myself and 
others safe.

• Wear my school uniform and look smart.

• Take care of the building, equipment and grounds.

• Be kind, helpful and forgiving and honest.

• Use the Internet safely as I have been taught in class. 



Half Term Topic Communication & Language
Personal, Social & 

Emotional Development
Physical Development Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts & Design

Autumn 1
Marvellous Me & 

People Around Us

Talking about themselves, 

families and experiences; 

developing listening and 

attention skills; learning new 

vocabulary

Settling into school, building 

relationships, 

understanding feelings, 

developing independence 

and confidence

Fine motor skills, pencil 

control, dough disco, 

fundamental movement skills

Name writing, mark 

making, nursery 

rhymes, Phase 2 

phonics

Matching, sorting, 

comparing quantities, 

patterns, numbers to 5

Families, homes, school 

community, people who help 

us, similarities and differences

Self-portraits, family 

collages, role play, 

exploring colour and media

Autumn 2
Celebrations & 

Festivals

Retelling stories, learning 

celebration vocabulary, 

asking and answering 

questions

Respecting differences, 

understanding traditions 

and cultures, developing a 

sense of belonging

Fine motor skills through 

craft activities, dance and 

movement

Phase 2 phonics, story 

sequencing, caption 

writing, listening to 

festival stories

Counting, comparison, 

numbers to 5 and 

beyond, repeating 

patterns

Diwali, Christmas, Hanukkah, 

Bonfire Night, seasonal 

changes

Festival crafts, music, 

singing, dance, transient 

art

Spring 1

Once Upon a Time 

(Traditional 

Fairytales)

Retelling stories, using story 

language, predicting events 

and discussing characters

Exploring kindness, 

resilience and perseverance 

through stories

Cutting, joining materials, 

construction activities, 

balance and coordination

Phase 3 phonics, story 

maps, character 

descriptions, simple 

sentence writing

Numbers to 10, 

composition of number, 

comparing quantities

Past and present through 

traditional tales, castles and 

homes

Puppet making, role play, 

junk modelling, storytelling 

through art

Spring 2 Amazing Animals

Asking questions, describing 

animals and habitats, sharing 

observations

Caring for living things, 

understanding 

responsibility and empathy

Animal movement, 

coordination, balance, 

outdoor physical challenges

Non-fiction texts, 

labels, captions, simple 

fact writing

Addition and subtraction 

within 10, counting, 

sorting and classifying

Animal habitats, life cycles, 

animals around the world

Animal art, mask making, 

small-world play, music 

and movement

Summer 1
Ready Steady 

Grow

Describing growth and 

change, explaining 

observations and 

experiences

Caring for plants and living 

things, developing resilience 

and curiosity

Gardening, digging, planting, 

outdoor exploration and 

challenges

Instructions, labels, 

simple non-fiction 

writing, phonics 

consolidation

Number bonds, doubling, 

measuring growth, 

comparing length and 

height

Plants, life cycles, growing 

food, minibeasts, seasonal 

change

Nature art, observational 

drawing, printing, 

exploring natural materials

Summer 2
Under the Sea / 

Seaside

Speaking in full sentences to 

share learning, using 

ambitious vocabulary, 

talking confidently to groups

Preparing for Year 1, 

developing independence, 

confidence and resilience

Team games, outdoor 

challenges, gross motor 

development

Story writing, 

information texts about 

sea creatures, phonics 

consolidation and 

Phase 4

Shape, measure, 

capacity, pattern and 

problem-solving

Sea creatures, ocean habitats, 

maps, seaside past and 

present, environmental 

awareness

Underwater artwork, 

collaborative projects, 

music, dance and 

performance



Marvellous Me – ELG Links



Letters and Sounds | A complete Phonics resource 
to support children

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/




How We Learn in Reception
Drawing Club

- Bringing stories to life through drawing, imagination and talk

- Creating characters, adventures and  magical solutions

- Building confidence in early writing

Phonics

- Daily fun and interactive phonics sessions to learn sounds and begin blending words

- Learning sounds to help us read and write independently

Reading

- Sharing wonderful books everyday, exploring new vocabulary and developing a love of stories.

- Children will read 3x a week in a small group intervention with an adult focusing on fluency, confidence 
and understanding.

- Books are carefully matched to the sounds children have already learnt.

Mathematics

- Exploring number through games, songs, practical activities and play

- Building confidence with counting, patterns and problem solving.



Learning Through Play and Continuous Provision

Every area of our classroom is designed to encourage children to 
-

- Explore

- Create

- Imagine

- Investigate

- Communicate

- Problem-solve

Through play, children develop 
confidence, curiosity, independence 

and a lifelong love of learning.



Assessment

• Observations during play and adult-led activities

• Conversations and interactions with children

• Half termly phonics assessments and reading progress

• Contributions to our class floor book, where we capture 
children's ideas, experiences and learning journeys

• Ongoing communication with parents and carers

• Reception Baseline Assessment and WellComm 
Assessments



Weekly Timetable This is an example of our 
current timetable, over the 
year it will develop to more 
carpet sessions and adult 
directed tasks.

Other activities not timetabled 
in -

Wake and Shake
Funky Fingers
RE



How to help at home

• Make sure your children arrive at school: on time, well rested, fed and ready for a day 
of learning.

• Encourage learning of number bonds and times tables and use real life examples to 
support this, for example when shopping or preparing meals.

• Talk with your children about their home learning and support them where appropriate 
encouraging them to take the lead. 

• Limit screen time use to support cognitive development and emotional resilience

• Take time to play and relax with your children. We work them hard during the day and 
time to play and be together is one of most invaluable learning opportunities you can 
provide.



General Information, Equipment and 
Resources 

• Ensure that children are wearing the correct school or PE uniform following the policy.

• Waterproof coats should be brought into school everyday. 

• Bring a water bottles everyday. 

• PE days: Tuesday (Please wear full P.E. uniform to school following the policy) 

• Please try to avoid large bags – a book bag should be sufficient.

• Class Webpages

• Home Learning

• Please do not bring in items from home, should your child want to share an item from 
home feel free to share a picture of it via SeeSaw and they can show the class this way. 



Other Information

• Attendance

• Remember, Reception – Year 2 benefit from free meals. This will need to be ordered at 
home in advance. 

• Snack time – should be fresh fruit or vegetables only -  nothing in in a wrapper! This is 
also provided Reception – Year 2. 

• Please no glass water bottles or food containers. 

• Please name everything

• We are a nut-free school, please check ingredients lists of food and do not send in items 
containing nuts. 

• Please ensure you have updated the school office with most current details and 
provided us with medication via the office.

• If children are to be picked up by a different adult, we can only release them with prior 
notification to the school office. 



Keeping your child safe online

https://www.newlandsprimary.net/page/?title=Online+Safety&pid=84

https://www.newlandsprimary.net/page/?title=Online+Safety&pid=84


How to contact me ☺

• Please contact teachers via the school office either in 
person, by telephone or email. 

• Please provide a short context to the request when emailing 
the office or leaving a message as this will help me plan out 
time to contact you, and prepare any information in 
advance.

• Your response will be acknowledged by the office on receipt 
and a member of the school team will contact you within 48 
hours (M-F term time only)

• 01252 871188 enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk

mailto:enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk


Any questions?

Thank you 
☺
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