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PTO for Beech class photos. 

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

What a fantastic and varied year 2022 has been. The 
weather has thrown up some curveballs. While every 
year we would expect conditions similar to this week, 
with a near artic chill, the heatwave of July was       
certainly unprecedented, with us all having to adjust to 
our first ever amber weather working for heat. As well 
as extreme temperatures, February saw a different 
kind of weather warning with me having to shut a 
school for first time due to high winds.  

 

July saw amazing KS2 SATS results at a time when 
national figures were down, ours had risen. In the last 
five years attainment at Newlands has gone from    
being among the lowest in Hampshire to being  
broadly 20% above Hampshire and national    com-
parisons, with KS2 RWM at 79% in 2022. This 
equates to six extra children per year being secure in 
reading, writing and maths and ready for the next 
phase of their education when compared to other 
schools.  

 

February saw a visit from Ofsted. It was lovely to be 
able to show off the school and all the amazing things 
that happen here day in and day out. Nearly a year on, 
the report really does feel like a validation of what       
I and the local authority have been saying for a few 
years, the children of Newlands really do get a        
fantastic education from a highly dedicated team of 
teachers and support staff.  

 

The last week has as ever been a delight. The infants 
put on a fantastic nativity and the Christmas Service at 
St. Peter’s was a joyous occasion. FONDS have      
arranged a wonderful free winter disco, and the 
Christmas Fayre was a huge hit. Myself and the staff 
very much enjoyed the scavenger hunt. 

 

I hope you have a fantastic Christmas and Happy New 
Year  

William Neighbour 

Key Dates 
January 2023 
3rd INSET—School closed to children 
4th Children Start Back 
February 2023 
10th Break up for half term 
20th Children Start Back 
20th FONDS Chicks arrive in school 
March 2023 
2nd World Book Day 
6th Parent’s Evening 3:30pm—6:30pm 
7th  FONDS funded poetry workshops with 
 James Carter 
8th Parent’s Evening 4:30pm—7:30pm 
17th Sport Relief  (Provisional date) 
31st  Colour Team Morning (with parents) 
31st Break up for Easter at 1:30pm 
April 2023 
17th INSET—School closed to children 
18th Children Start Back 



Oak Class, December 2022 

As always it has been a really busy half 
term!  

The children loved making pinch pots out 
of clay and decorating them.   

We have been adding digit numbers and   
learning about money in maths. T 

he children have really enjoyed our writing 
their own ending to the Raymond Briggs 

story of ‘The Snowman’.   

In Computing we have been taking photos 
and using excel to record information.  



Reading Advent 2022 

We hope you enjoyed coming into school this 
morning to share what we hope was a ‘wow’ 

moment with the children! Aside from getting 
everybody in the festive mood, the atrium is 
serving a very important educational purpose 
this month. A new addition to our reading ad-

vent for 2022 is our author focus and this 
year’s is Raymond Briggs, hence our 

‘Snowman’ theme. Every class will be enjoying 
the book of the Snowman and many will be 

linking their English lessons to it for the next 
few weeks. Additionally, we’ve also borrowed a 
range of books by Raymond Briggs from the 

library service and these will be passed around 
each class too! 


