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PTO for Beech class photos. 

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

Thank you all for another fantastic half term at New-
lands.  The passion, inquisitiveness and desire to learn 
amongst the children and staff truly is a strength and 
defining characteristic of the school. It was lovely to 
see so many of you engaging with parents evening. 
The hybrid approach of offering both online and in 
person meeting was very well received, continuing the 
recent trend of record appointments booked. I know 
the staff find it invaluable to be able to communicate 
to you your child’s successes and the things they are 
challenging themselves to master. 

 

It was lovely to welcome so many families to our first 
2023/24 Reception Open mornings last week. We 
have three more events to which everyone is welcome 
to come along to. Newlands takes the majority of the 
pupils from out-of-catchment (numbers in catchment 
are very small), so please do encourage friends to 
come and have a look. In recent years year we have 
welcomed children from across Hart, Rushmoor, 
Berkshire & Surrey.  

 

Unfortunately in the last few months we have issued 
more penalty notices for unauthorised absence than 
we have in all my time at Newlands. At present there 
is laser-like focus on attendance from county. In addi-
tion to this we are being instructed to crack down on 
lateness. Children are expected to be in school be-
tween 8:30am–8:45am.  Anyone arriving after 8:45am 
will be considered late and recorded as such, whilst 
anyone arriving after 9:00am will be recorded with an 
unauthorised absence, both of which can incur a pen-
alty notice after ten sessions. 

 

I have added some FONDS events to the calendar 
opposite. Thank you to all of you who attended the 
AGM yesterday. FONDS do a fantastic job enriching 
the childhood experience of all the children while rais-
ing funds for the school. I’m very excited about all the 
upcoming FONDS events. 

Key Dates 
October 2022 
21st Break up for half term 
31st Children back to school 
31st Deadline to apply for Y7 place 
November 2022 
3rd FONDS Cake Sale 
4th Bags2School 
7th  2023/24 Reception Open Event 10am 
10th Whole School Flu Immunisation  
15th 2023/24 Reception Open Event 7pm 
18th Children In Need 
25th INSET—School closed to children 
30th 2023/24 Reception Open Event 10am 
December 2022 
2nd FONDS Christmas Fayre  
9th Infant Nativity Filming 
12th  KS2 Christingle Service @ St Peter’s Church 10am 
12th Infant Nativity Dress Rehearsal 
13th Infant Nativity (10am & 2pm) 
14th Infant Nativity (10am) 
15th Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day 
15th FONDS Disco  
16th Break up for Christmas @ 1:30pm 
January 2023 
3rd INSET—School closed to children 
4th Children Start Back 
February 2023 
10th Break up for half term 
20th Children Start Back 
March 2023 
2nd World Book Day 
6th Parent’s Evening 3:30pm—6:30pm 
8th Parent’s Evening 4:30pm—7:30pm 
17th Sport Relief  (Provisional date) 
31st  Colour Team Morning (with parents) 
31st Break up for Easter at 1:30pm 
April 2023 
17th INSET—School closed to children 
18th Children Start Back 
May 2023 
8th KS2 SATs Starts 
26th Break up for half term 
June 2023 
5th Children Start Back 
16th Den Building afternoon with parents 
30th INSET—School closed to children 
July 2023 
10th Y6 Production Filming 
11th Y6 Production Dress Rehearsal  
12th Y6 Production Evening 
13th Y6 Production Evening 
14th  Annual Reports to Parents 
17th  Newlands’ Got Talent Festival  
18th Sports Day  
20th Y6 Leavers’ Service  
21st Break up for Summer at 1.30pm 



Beech Class,  October 2022 

What a brilliant start to Year 5 we have had!  

We have been hooked on our English text 
‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. We have written 

emails, letters and diary entries about Liam’s ad-
ventures. In Science, we have been looking at 

Earth and Space. We have learned about how the 
Planets orbit the Sun and we were amazed by how 
big the Sun is compared to the Earth and Moon.  

A highlight of this term was our school trip to 
Winchester Science Centre. Whilst there, we used 
the computers to create a code that made robots 
dance, we watched an exciting planetarium show 
and we finished the trip by exploring the exhibits 

and trying the wide variety activities on offer. 


