
            23rd September 2022 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

PTO for  Maple & Rowan class photos. 

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

Thank you to all of you who attended our curriculum after-
noons. It was lovely to be able to welcome you onto the  
school grounds for informal questions and answers with 
the teachers. Good communication is essential in securing 
the academic and emotional wellbeing of your children. 
The best way you can support this as parents is to read our 
communications and ask us questions if unsure. While for 
many of you this might seem obvious, unfortunately it’s 
not always the case. During the summer I joined the par-
ents WhatsApp group for one of my children. I was aston-
ished by the amount of questions parents were asking the 
group that were on the school web-site and/or in school 
letters. I was even more astonished by the fact that well 
over half of the answers offered by other parents were in-
correct. I decided to be proactive and  answer some ques-
tions by quoting letters and putting a link to the school 
website in my responses. Despite this, false information 
continued to be regularly shared and accepted as fact. As a 
result, a small number of parents expressed disappointment 
at the school and unfairly blamed the school for poor com-
munication. While I’m sure this practice is not widespread 
at Newlands, I know that it does sometimes happen. So 
why am I telling you this? The reason is simple, it was light 
bulb moment for me. Well meaning and ‘helpful’ parents 
are muddying the water and spreading misinformation lead-
ing to anger being directed at the school and individual 
members of staff. If you have a question firstly, please 
check the website (especially the letters page). If you can’t 
find the answer please ring the office. We will answer your 
question and if we realise there is a flaw in our communica-
tion we can correct it and clarify the situation for all par-
ents. While this takes slightly longer  than sending a mes-
sage on your phone it’s is infinitely more efficient.  

 

William Neighbour 

Key Dates 
September 2022 
28th  School Photographs (family) 
30th INSET—School closed to children 
October 2022 
5th  2023/24 Reception Open Event 10am 
10th Parents’ Evening 3:30pm—6:30pm 
12th Parents’ Evening 4:30pm—7:30pm 
21st Break up for half term 
31st Children back to school 
November 2022 
7th  2023/24 Reception Open Event 10am 
10th Whole School Flu Immunisation  
15th 2023/24 Reception Open Event 7pm 
18th Children In Need 
25th INSET—School closed to children 
30th 2023/24 Reception Open Event 10am 
December 2022 
9th Infant Nativity Filming 
12th  KS2 Christingle Service @ St Peter’s Church 10am 
12th Infant Nativity Dress Rehearsal 
13th Infant Nativity (10am & 2pm) 
14th Infant Nativity (10am) 
15th Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day  
16th Break up for Christmas at Lunchtime 
16th Break up for Christmas @ 1:30pm 
January 2023 
3rd INSET—School closed to children 
4th Children Start Back 
February 2023 
10th Break up for half term 
20th Children Start Back 
March 2023 
2nd World Book Day 
6th Parent’s Evening 3:30pm—6:30pm 
8th Parent’s Evening 4:30pm—7:30pm 
17th Sport Relief  (Provisional date) 
31st  Colour Team Morning (with parents) 
31st Break up for Easter at 1:30pm 
April 2023 
17th INSET—School closed to children 
18th Children Start Back 
May 2023 
8th KS2 SATs Starts 
26th Break up for half term 
June 2023 
5th Children Start Back 
16th Den Building afternoon with parents 
30th INSET—School closed to children 
July 2023 
10th Y6 Production Filming 
11th Y6 Production Dress Rehearsal  
12th Y6 Production Evening 
13th Y6 Production Evening 
14th  Annual Reports to Parents 
17th  Newlands’ Got Talent Festival  
18th Sports Day  
20th Y6 Leavers’ Service  
21st Break up for Summer at Lunchtime 

Would you like to join the Newlands team this September? 

We are currently advertising for Lunchtime Supervisory Assis-
tants. More information can be found on the school website 
www.newlandsprimary.net/vacancies If you know of anyone who 
would be interested please direct them to the website or encour-
age them to ring the office, 01252 871188. If anyone would like 
to promote the vacancies on Facebook community pages, it 
would be greatly appreciated. 



Maple Class,  September 2022 

Maple class have made a great start to Year 4 em-
bracing this year’s curriculum with great enthusiasm. 
We have started reading our English text – Beowulf, 
and have been writing a description of the monster 

Grendel. We have also been solving Place Value 
problems in Maths and showing our rugby and gym-
nastic skills in PE. This week we had great fun mak-

ing electric circuits in Science and using our geo-
graphical knowledge to understand from where the 
Anglo Saxons and Vikings originated. Mr Redhead 

was impressed with our French pronunciation when 
talking about ‘les animaux’ and our MS Word skills 

in Computing. We have even found time to listen to 
Tchaikovsky to identify different dynamics within a 
piece of music and draw our names in 3D. Not bad 

for the first 2 weeks!   



Rowan Class,  September 2022 

Last week, Rowan Class spent a fabulous 
week at Calshot Activities Centre, in the New 
Forest with Mrs Sealey, Mrs Morley and Miss 
Lapper.  The centre is set on Calshot Spit and 
surrounded on all sides by the waters of the 

Solent with sea-views from lots of the rooms 
and plenty of time to play on the beach.  We 
had so many activities to take part in, includ-

ing: skiing, snow-boarding, high-ropes, orient-
eering, kayaking, donutting and climbing.  It 
was a fantastic way for us to work together 
and build our confidence ready to face the 
challenges that Year 6 will bring this year. 
There are lots more photos on the school 

website. We’d definitely recommend this trip! 


