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PTO for  Willow Class photos. 

Key Dates 
February 2022 
8th Safer Internet Day 
8th Curriculum Workshop 6:00pm 
9th Curriculum Workshop 8:45am 
18th Break up for half term at 3.10pm 
28th Children Start Back 
March 2022 
1st Book Fair Arrives 
3rd World Book Day 
7th Parents’ Evening 3:30pm to 6:30pm 
9th Parents’ Evening 4:30pm to 7:30pm 
11th Sports Relief  
21st INSET—School closed to children 
April 2022 
8th Colour Team Morning (with parents)  
8th Break up for Easter at 1:30pm 
25th Children Start Back 
May 2022 
9th KS2 SATs Week starts 
19th 2022/23 Reception Induction Evening (7pm) 
27th  Break up for half term 
June 2022 
6th Children Start Back 
6th  Y6 Residential Week Starts 
17th Den Building with parents 
27th INSET—School closed to children 
July 2022 
13th Y6 Production 6:30pm 
14th Y6 Production 6:30pm 
15th  Annual Reports to Parents 
18th  Newlands’ Got Talent Festival  
19th Sports Day  
20th Y6 Leaver’s Service  
21st Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

Today conjures memories of Eddie the Eagle Edwards, Torvill 
and Dean and the film Cool Runnings, as the winter Olympics 
officially start in Beijing. Since Christmas the Atrium has been 
transformed to help ignite and promote a sense of curiosity 
about the games. We have equipment from various winter 
sports, technical terms used in sports and an exploration of the 
geography of the games. Over the games we will building a tally 
of medal charts and asking children to make links between the 
countries that do well and their geographical features.   

 

Since joining Newlands I have noticed a strange occurrence on 
or around Valentines Day. I have started the day on the front 
gate and seen lots of happy children coming into school, some 
of whom are laden down with cards and small gifts. The chil-
dren are happy, excited and can’t wait to hand out their good-
ies. Unfortunately this, in the past has quickly turned to tears. 
While it is a lovely gesture to give cards and gifts to others, the 
reality at Newlands is that for a significant amount of children 
the day proves to be very upsetting. In previous years staff have 
had to support numerous devastated children because either 
cards have been unwanted, not reciprocated or simply that peo-
ple without cards felt left out. The impact on the emotional 
well-being of individuals and whole classes has been significant 
and dominates the whole school day. It is not in my nature to 
ban things, so instead I’m asking you to think about whether 
your children need to exchange cards? If they do want to ex-
change cards, can it be done in a subtle way that won’t hurt the 
feelings of others? Are your children emotionally prepared for 
cards being rejected or not reciprocated? We are not banning 
the giving of cards and staff will not be confiscating them, 
however no school time will be given over to the handing out 
of cards and as a school we will not be marking Valentines day. 

 

Xīnnián kuàilè (新年快乐). On Monday my family prepared to 

welcome the Year of the Tiger. The house was cleaned, food 
prepared, red lanterns put up and fireworks set off. I then pro-
ceeded to eat an excessive amount of dumplings. The Chinese 
New Year is always a time for 
me to renew new year resolu-
tions and to be thankful while 
reflecting on the previous year.  

 

William Neighbour    
 

Vacancies 
We are currently advertising for Lunchtime Supervi-

sory Assistants and Learning Support Assistants. 
More information can be found on the school website 
www.newlandsprimary.net/vacancies If you know 
of anyone who would be interested please direct them 
to the website or encourage them to ring the office, 
01252 871188. If anyone would like to promote the 

vacancies on Facebook community pages, it would be 
greatly appreciated. 



Willow Class - February 2022 

Year 1 have been showing great enthusiasm 
in both their formal lessons and when lead-
ing their own learning in continuous provi-

sion. In history, we have been looking at 
sources to learn about Ernest Shackleton's 

expedition to the South Pole and then using 
story mapping in English to help us re-enact 
and write about his journey. There have also 
been science experiments, worm measuring, 

dress making, letter writing and lots of 
French speaking! 


