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Dear Parents,         Tuesday 23rd February 2021 

School Full Opening Monday 8th March 2021 
 
Following yesterday’s announcement, I’m happy to confirm that Newlands will be reopening to all children 
on Monday 8th March. The arrangements for children are mostly identical to those the school was operating 
prior to Christmas.  
 
These plans are flexible and will be reviewed on a daily/weekly basis. Our re-opening to all pupils plans 
have been informed by documents and guidance that continues to be issued and updated regularly by the 
Depatrtment for Education which can be found here.   
 
When will the full opening start? 
The full opening of the school is on Monday 8th March 2021.  
 
Which year groups will be able to return to school? 
All children will return to school. 
 
Is it compulsory for my child to attend school? 
Yes. It is vital for all children to return to school to minimise, as far as possible, the longer-term impact of 
the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing and wider development. Missing out on more time in the 
classroom risks pupils falling further behind.  Those with higher overall absence tend to achieve less well in 
both primary and secondary school. School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the Monday 
8th March. This means from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including: 

 parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered pupil 
at school and they are of compulsory school age; 

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

 the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes 
of conduct 
 

Effective infection protection and control 
A range of approaches and actions will be employed to do this. These can be seen as a hierarchy of controls 
that, when implemented, creates a safer system, where the risk of transmission of infection is reduced.  
 
These include: 
Prevention: 

1. minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school 

2. clean hands thoroughly, more often than usual 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963541/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
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3. ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
4. maintain enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 

products such as detergents 
5. minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible 
6. keep occupied spaces well ventilated 

 
In addition, the school will engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. 
 
Personal protective equipment (PPE) including face coverings and facemasks 
Adults dropping off and collecting children are requested to wear a facemask when on school 
grounds. The advice from the government is that, ‘settings will not require PPE beyond what they would 
normally need for their work, even if they are not always able to maintain a distance of 1 metre plus from 
others’. The updated advice goes on to say “In primary schools, we recommend that face coverings should 
be worn by staff and adult visitors in situations where social distancing between adults is not possible (for 
example, when moving around in corridors and communal areas). Children in primary school do not need 
to wear a face covering.” As a result, children will not be wearing facemasks while in school and will be 
asked to remove them if they are wearing one.  
 
Social Distancing 
The government guidance acknowledges ‘unlike older children and adults, early years and primary age 
children cannot be expected to remain 1 metre plus apart from each other and staff’. While we will 
encourage social distancing, our plans are made on the assumption this will not be possible. While we will 
remind children of social distancing, we will not be continuously ‘nagging’ them or reprimanding them for 
not following an instruction that is widely acknowledged as being impossible.  
 
Class sizes and make up 
Children will be in their classes. Contact between the classes will be minimised, with each class treated like a 
bubble. To this end, classes will have lunch and breaks separately. There will be no whole school gatherings 
such as assemblies. The guidance allows adults to move between classes to ensure a broad and balanced 
curriculum. It will be necessary for some movement of adults, however movement will be limited, 
happening only out of necessity for educational or safety reasons.  
 
Dropping off and picking up from school 
It is even more important than ever that you adhere; please ensure that everyone that collects and drops 
off your child/ren is made fully aware of the procedure.   
 

 Adults dropping off and collecting children are requested to wear a face mask when on 
school grounds. 

 The school site continues to operate a one way system.  

 Only ONE adult may accompany the child at drop off or collection. 

 Children must enter through the gate on the Newlands Close side of the site and exit on the 
Mistletoe Road side. 

 Do not walk across the car park. 

 Families are expected to observe social distancing with two metre gaps between families.  

 Lines are painted on the ground indicating where you should stand.   There are now only two lanes 
to queue in.  The outer right hand lane is NOT a queue and is for heading to Footprints Pre-school 
or reaching the YR door.  If you have collected a child from Footprints, you must not linger by the 
gate and you should walk around the one-way system and join the Newlands queues. 

 Please do not use drop off or collection to try to speak to the staff; please instead ring the school 
with any messages/requests and so on. 
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 You should not linger at the exit gate to talk to parents. 

 Children can be dropped off between 8:30am and 8:45am.  
 

Collection: 

 Siblings from across year groups are not able to leave at the same time.  

 Parents must arrive at the correct time for each child - we do not have the space to contain children 
for late collection. 

 The collection times are: 
o Reception, Year 1 & Year 2: 3:00pm  
o Years 3 & 4: 3:10pm  
o Years 5 & 6: 3:20pm  

 If you have more than one child, you are expected to return to the back of the queue for each child. 
 
What happens if someone becomes unwell at Newlands? 
If anyone becomes unwell with a high temperature, new, continuous cough or a loss or change to sense of 
smell or taste, they will be sent home and advised to book a test and self-isolate. Their fellow household 
members should self-isolate for 10 days. If a child or staff member tests negative, they can return to school 
and the fellow household members can end their self-isolation. Unless Public Health England advise in a 
different way,  where the child or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class will be sent home and 
advised to self-isolate for 10 days. The other household members of that class do not need to self-isolate 
unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops 
symptoms.  
 
Will children and young people be eligible for testing? 
Yes. Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test.  Tests can be 
booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via 
NHS 119 for those without access to the internet. 
 
Will the school be able to provide lunch? 
Infant children (Reception, years 1 & 2) will be eating in the school hall and Junior children (years 3, 4, 5 & 
6) will be eating lunch in their classroom.  All children will be able to choose from the meat, vegetarian and 
jacket potato options each day (please note that a new menu will be in effect after Easter).  All children will 
continue to have the option of bringing their own packed lunch from home.  Please, when making a packed 
lunch, be considerate of the fact that children in junior classes will eat in rooms with carpets.  We have 
learnt the hard way that cleaning yogurt from school carpets is not an easy task. School lunches will 
continue to be paid for in the same way as usual.  Infant free fruit and vegetables will be available at break 
time. 
 
How can I communicate with the school? 
The school office will be open and contactable by telephone. It will only be open in person in emergencies 
or by pre-arranged appointment. We will continue the successful strategy of communicating with one voice. 
To this end you will continue to be able to e-mail me directly w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk.  I can 
then forward on messages to the relevant members of staff.   
 
What can my child bring to school? 
Children should wear school uniform (given the closure of non-essential shops the school will make 
reasonable allowances for some non-uniform). We have had to switch off the water fountains in the school 
so children will need to bring a filled water bottle(s) with enough water (no squash or juice) to last the day 
and non-school water bottles are more than welcome. Children can bring a healthy snack of fruit or 
vegetables. Book bags and PE kit can be bought into school. Children will not be allowed to bring other 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
mailto:w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk
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items from home such as pencil cases, toys, trading cards etc. We have plenty of anti-bacterial hand wash in 
school so children must not bring their own.  
 
What will the school curriculum look like? 
We must teach a broad and balanced curriculum. There is further detail in the government’s guidance 
signposted at the top of this letter. Some subjects will be blocked to allow resources to be cleaned and 
isolated for 72 hours before being used by another class. All years groups will give additional time to 
support the emotional well-being of children and teachers are planning carefully how best to support each 
year group. Chestnut class and Willow class will continue to share the outside learning area in the EYFS 
garden. All teaching will continue to address any potential gaps children may have and there will also be 
additional catch up sessions in the afternoons. 
 
Will the school be running any after school clubs? 
With school being compulsory it is essential we provide as risk free an environment as possible. For 
operational reasons we are still unable to offer any of our own after school clubs. If staff were to run a club 
that stretched across multiple classes, one case of Covid could have wide reaching and disruptive 
consequences. For example, one case in enrichment club would result in all children in enrichment club 
isolating for 10 days as well as the class the child was from having to isolate. In addition, the reception class 
would be without their teacher while Miss Davies was also isolating. As with all aspects of our plans this will 
be under constant review and as soon as we can offer these safely we will.     
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support, co-operation and understanding during these 
unprecedented times. Your kind words and support have meant a lot to me and the staff and we are grateful 
to be able to work in such a wonderful school community. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Mr William Neighbour 

Headteacher 


