
            5th February 2021 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

I have struggled with what to write this week. The mes-
sage I wish to convey is the same as it has been for the 
last few weeks. You are all fantastic. Your ingenuity and 
resilience is a marvel in the face of a global pandemic. 
However you are sometimes overly critical of yourselves. 
Please be as kind and compassionate to yourselves as you 
are to others. At the moment there is a lot of stress and 
worry in the world please put you and your families well-
being above all else. Now I have shared my main mes-
sage I thought I would pad this column with funny 
things we have seen, heard and encountered during  re-
mote learning.  

 The teachers very much enjoy some of the hand 
gestures from parents, especially those done with-
out the children  noticing.  We have interpreted 
these gestures to mean various things including 
please don’t believe my child when they say all they 
eat for lunch is McDonalds to I’m about to have a 
large glass of wine. 

 Remote learning is more fun when wearing a wig, 
especially when the parents join in. 

 Some of our parents are brilliant at musical statues. 

 Some parents forget their children are remote 
learning and horrified when they realise they have 
been on screen.  

 Some parents get very excited when they can an-
swer a question and just can’t help calling out. 

 Some children, while on Teams still put their hand 
up in a 15 minute lesson to ask if they can go to 
the toilet. Yes you can, but check with your par-
ents, it’s only a 15 minute session can it wait? 

 Sometimes it’s easier to draw when your white-
board is on top of your head 

Take care, stay safe and remember you’re doing brilliant-
ly in the face of the most challenging times many of us 
have lived through. 

 

Have a lovely weekend,  

 

William Neighbour 

 

PTO for a learning update from Silver Birch class 

Key Dates  
February 
9th Safer Internet Day 
12th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
22nd Children Start Back 
March 
1st Parent’s Evening , 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
3rd Parent’s Evening , 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
4th World Book Day  
12th Comic Relief   
April 
1st Colour Team Morning (with parents). Break up for Easter 
 at 1:30pm 
19th Children Start Back 
May 
27th Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
28th INSET—School closed to children 
June 
7th Children Start Back 
18th Den Building (with parents) at 1:30pm 
July 
2nd INSET—School closed to children 
16th Annual Reports to Parents  
19th  Newlands’ Got Talent Festival, 2:00pm 
20th School Sports Day & picnic lunch  
22nd Y6 Leaver’s Service, 1:30pm @ St Peter’s  Church 
23rd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 
Events in red are not permissible under the current Covid-19 

guidance and will either be postponed, cancelled or 
changed into a digital format 

With 223 child casualties on Hampshire’s roads in 
2019, it is imperative that your child is aware of the 
dangers of the road, the risks and how to keep them-
selves and their friends safe. Road Safety is an essential 
life skill which needs to be taught and reinforced from 
a young age. Hampshire County Council are asking 
you to help us share their key road safety messages by 
producing a bright, simple, effective poster for the 
Road Safety Team to share on Twitter? The poster can 
refer to pedestrian, cycle or in-car safety - following 
the green cross code, not being distracted, wearing a 
cycle helmet, being bright or always wearing a seatbelt. 
Make sure they include a clear, bold, simple slogan 
linked to the message so it 
jumps out at the reader.  
Completed posters can be 
scanned or photographed 
a n d  e m a i l e d  t o 
road.safety@hants.gov.uk 
during the Spring term.  



Silver Birch 

This half term Silver Birch Class have started their new topic - Beautiful Britain, 
and our new class text "The Enchanted Wood" by Enid Blyton, the renowned 
British children's author. We have studied the 4 main periods of music and fa-
mous British composers as well as some famous British architects in Art. We 
have also looked at the counties of England, including our own. In Maths we 
have been learning expanded column addition and equivalent fractions. The 

children have been working hard whether they are at home or in school and it 
has been wonderful for the teaching staff to see everyone's work. We are all 

looking forward to all being together again soon. 


