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Dear Parents & Carers,        5th January 2021 

Remote Learning 
 
As a result of a third national lockdown and the partial closure of schools, the majority of children will now 
be accessing remote learning.  Unlike the March lockdown, it is now compulsory for children to take part in 
remote learning. 
 
Our initial plans for remote education were written to support a small number of children in the eventuality 
of individuals or bubbles having to isolate for short periods.  They were never intended to, and are not 
suitable for the teaching of children in the current circumstances.  As a result we are making significant 
changes to our remote learning offer.  
 

As a primary school, our expectations are that remote learning should: 

 set work that is meaningful and ambitious each day in a number of different subjects. 

 set work that is of equivalent length to a minimum of 3 hours a day, on average.  

 provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher or through high-quality 

curriculum resources or videos. 

 have systems for checking, at least weekly, whether pupils are engaging with their work, and inform 

parents immediately where engagement is a concern. 

 gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum using questions and other suitable 

tasks, and provide feedback, at least weekly. 

 enable teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to questions or 

assessments, including, where necessary, revising material or simplifying explanations to ensure 

pupils’ understanding. 

In order to meet these criteria, we are proposing the format overleaf for remote learning, which will be 
subject to regular review to ensure its success.  It is worth pointing out that we have designed the time slots 
online so that no two classes are receiving an interactive session at the same time, in case only one device is 
available at home.  If you do not have a suitable device, please email: w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr William Neighbour 

Headteacher 

mailto:w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk


Remote Learning Details  

 
Delivering a nurturing and inclusive environment to encourage growth of the individual 

 
1. KS1: Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 
 
Remote teaching will be primarily delivered through Tapestry; new accounts will be activated for Years 1 & 
2 (details will follow in a separate letter).   
 
Daily tasks and activities will be set by class teachers using a range of tools including videos (minimum of 
two per day), documents and comments.  The teaching of phonics will be targeted at your child’s current 
ability and linked to their most recent school assessments.  
 
There will be a daily, interactive 15 minute registration with a class teacher via the ‘Microsoft Teams’ App. 
We are finalising how we will use Teams and more detailed instructions will follow home later today or 
tomorrow: 
 

 Reception at 9:45am 

 Year 2 at 10:00am 

 Year 1 at 10:45am 
 
Each day on the class page of the school website we will upload: 

 the link to the phonics lesson 

 a link to the Teams registration 

 any documents needed for learning  
 
For families unable to print at home, paper copies will be available to collect from outside the school front 
door.  Completed work can be either e-mailed to me (to be forwarded onto the class teacher) or left in the 
designated place outside the main door to the school.    
 
2. KS2: Years 3 to 6 
 
Remote teaching will delivered primarily via ‘Microsoft Teams’.  Each class will have three live and 
interactive lessons per day, where teachers will input to the children for approximately 15 minutes before 
the children complete independent tasks offline.  We are finalising how we will use Teams and more 
detailed instructions will follow home later today or tomorrow. 
 
Each day on the class page of the school website we will upload: 

 the link the class Teams session 

 any documents needed for learning.  
 
For families unable to print at home, paper copies will be available from outside the main door to the 
school.  Any completed work can be either e-mailed to me (to be forwarded onto the class teacher) or left in 
the designated box outside the main entrance door to the school.   
 
The timetable to Teams session is as follows: 
 

KS2 Microsoft Teams Timetable 
Year 3 9:30 11:00 13:15 

Year 4 9:15 11:15 13:45 

Year 5 9:00 10:30 13:00 

Year 6 8:45 11:30 13:30 
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