
            8th January 2021 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

Happy New Year. Wow! What a start to the year. Thank you for all of your lovely messages and kind words this 
week. I would like to take the opportunity to publicly thank the staff. This week I have been in awe of them. They 
have willingly done everything I have asked of them and more. Not once have they bought me problems, they al-
ways come to me with such enthusiasm and ingenious solutions to any difficulties. As a school we are blessed to 
have such an outstanding, professional, committed and resilient staff. I also want to thank you parents and children. 
Again I’m in awe of your flexibility and resilience.  Thank you for the way you have thrown yourselves into online 
learning. I was braced for a tricky day on Wednesday but everything seems to have gone mostly smoothly. Myself 
and the staff have loved seeing you all on screen. Initial figures indicate our engagement levels to be well over 90%, 
which is phenomenal, so well done and thank you. Last night the DFE published some additional guidance. I’m still 
in the process of working my way through it. Initially it looks like there will be little change to both our in school 

and remote learning, other than upping our minimum 
offer in KS2 of three hours a day to four hours.  

 

Many thanks again, Happy New Year and stay safe.  

 

William Neighbour 

PTO for a learning update from Rowan class 

Key Dates  
February 
9th Safer Internet Day 
12th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
22nd Children Start Back 
March 
1st Parent’s Evening , 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
3rd Parent’s Evening , 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
4th World Book Day  
12th Comic Relief   
April 
1st Colour Team Morning (with parents). Break up for Easter 
 at 1:30pm 
19th Children Start Back 
May 
27th Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
28th INSET—School closed to children 
June 
7th Children Start Back 
18th Den Building (with parents) at 1:30pm 
July 
2nd INSET—School closed to children 
16th Annual Reports to Parents  
19th  Newlands’ Got Talent Festival, 2:00pm 
20th School Sports Day & picnic lunch  
22nd Y6 Leaver’s Service, 1:30pm @ St Peter’s  Church 
23rd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 

Events in red are not permissible under the current 
Covid-19 guidance and will either be postponed, can-

celled or changed into a digital format 

Parent Governor Elections  
We have a vacancy for a parent governor which we need to fill as 
soon as possible. Newlands Primary School has always aimed for a 
partnership with parents which undoubtedly brings great benefits to 
the children. One of the most significant ways you can help in pro-
moting this aim is to volunteer to be a parent governor.  

The governing body's main tasks are:  

 to ensure that the school has a clear vision, ethos and strate-
gic direction;  

 to hold the headteacher to account for the educational per-
formance of the school and its pupils;  

 to oversee the financial performance of the school and mak-
ing sure its money is well spent.  

Parent governors are welcomed as valued members of the team and 
play a vital role in ensuring the governing body is aware of the views 
of parents and the local community. In looking to fill this vacancy 
the governors of the school have identified the following skills, ex-
perience and attributes that they feel would help strengthen the gov-
erning body:  

 Passion to ensure the best education for every child at New-
lands Primary School, and an ability to effectively contribute 
to the strategic discussions  

 Connections to local businesses and the community  

 Understanding of school budgets and financial performance 
in increasingly challenging circumstances  

Training and support will be available to help you develop into the 
role. This will include in-house mentoring and support as well as 
access to external governor training.  

If you feel you can help in this capacity please contact the office for 
an application form which will need to be completed and returned 
to the school by 12.00 noon on Thursday 21st January 2021.  

The guidelines giving full details about how vacancies are filled can 
be found on the school’s website. You should also look at the infor-
mation for prospective governors on the Hampshire Governor Ser-
vices website.  



Rowan 
This half-term, in PE we have been doing netball and learning how far away you 

stand and the different passes.  In DT we did cooking and learnt how to cook bread, 
scrambled eggs on toast and mini pizzas.  We got to eat them too!  We finished 

reading Goodnight Mister Tom in English and we watched the film.  We learnt how 
to read six-figure grid references in geography and how to do long division, calculate 
percentages and find fractions of amounts in maths.  We played Silent Night on the 
tuned percussion in music and explored light and colour in science.  We also made 

paper chains and decorated our class Christmas tree. We also loved having Miss 
Cutler and Miss Anson in our class and we were sad when they left.  It was a very 

busy half-term! Isabella M and Lexi 


