
            29th January 2021 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

Congratulations you have nearly made it to the weekend. 
What a week it has been. It started with snow and a love-
ly break from the monotony of another weekend spent 
in lockdown. As a family we made the most of it. Snow-
men were built, we sledged down a big hill and then had 
a well earned hot lunch to warm up. It was only on Mon-
day while cycling to school I remembered how icy it was 
and that my first job at school was to grit the paths. De-
spite the inconvenience it was welcome change to my 
routine.  

 

This week we have started testing all adults in the school 
for Covid twice a week. I find it very reassuring that we 
will be aware very quickly of any potentially asymptomat-
ic cases in the school and see this as a very positive step 
towards the return of more children. Like most of you 
I’m frustrated that this will now be the 8th March at the 
earliest. As a staff team we desperately want all the chil-
dren safely back and an end to remote learning.  

 

I have again had a week of communicating with families 
with very differing experiences and needs. There is no 
one solution for all families and so we are being as flexi-
ble as we can while operating within the guidelines of-
fered to us. Your resilience, compassion and ingenuity 
are a marvel. For some our expectations are too high, 
others want more work. Whatever you are doing or not 
doing we know that the children are safe, loved and 
cared for. This is the most important thing. While we are 
closed to some pupils, we are still emotionally here for 
you. If you need support we are here please do ring or e-
mail.  

 

Take care stay safe and remember you’re doing brilliantly 
in the face of the most challenging 
times many of us have lived 
through. 

 

Have a lovely weekend,  

 

William Neighbour 

PTO for a learning update from Willow class 

Key Dates  
February 
9th Safer Internet Day 
12th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
22nd Children Start Back 
March 
1st Parent’s Evening , 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
3rd Parent’s Evening , 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
4th World Book Day  
12th Comic Relief   
April 
1st Colour Team Morning (with parents). Break up for Easter 
 at 1:30pm 
19th Children Start Back 
May 
27th Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
28th INSET—School closed to children 
June 
7th Children Start Back 
18th Den Building (with parents) at 1:30pm 
July 
2nd INSET—School closed to children 
16th Annual Reports to Parents  
19th  Newlands’ Got Talent Festival, 2:00pm 
20th School Sports Day & picnic lunch  
22nd Y6 Leaver’s Service, 1:30pm @ St Peter’s  Church 
23rd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 
Events in red are not permissible under the current Covid-19 

guidance and will either be postponed, cancelled or 
changed into a digital format 

The recent request for nominees for 
a parent governor at the school has 
resulted in more people coming for-
ward than there are vacancies, so 
there is a need to have a ballot. A 
letter and e-mail has been sent out 
to all parents setting out how to vote. In looking to fill this 
vacancy the governors of the school have identified the 
following skills, experience and attributes that they feel 
would help strengthen the governing body:  

 Passion to ensure the best education for every child 
at Newlands Primary School, and an ability to effec-
tively contribute to the strategic discussions  

 Connections to local businesses and the community  

 Understanding of school budgets and financial per-
formance in increasingly challenging circumstances  

We would be grateful if you could take the time to cast your 
vote for this important role on our governing body. The 
deadline for returns, as an attachment in an email sent to 

ParentGovernorElection@newlands.hants.sch.uk is 12 
noon on Friday 5th February 2021.  



Oak 
Over the past few weeks Year 2 have been reading our new text ‘The Queen’s Nose’. We 

have made our own clues for a treasure hunt, like the one the main character Harmony went 
on, to discover her magical fifty pence piece. We have been learning about fractions and 

many of us at home and at school have made pizzas. We have learnt how to put ingredients 
on 1/3, 2/3 and 3/3 as well as on different amounts of quarters. We are currently designing 
healthy snacks as part of our Design Technology topic. Many of us have ideas about how to 

create fun but healthy snacks using ingredients such as fruit, vegetables, cheese and other 
ingredients. Our maths focus has been to develop our times tables knowledge for 2x, 5x and 
10x. It has been a good start to the Spring Term. The children at home have been incredible 

with their learning as have the children in class! 


