
            22nd January 2021 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

I can’t quite believe we are at the end of another busy week. 
From my many e-mails, phone calls and conversations 
(socially distanced) at the gate with parents it is very clear to 
me that this lockdown is a lot more challenging than the last 
one. The challenges families are facing are very varied. Re-
mote learning is providing a number of varied and often con-
tradictory challenges. We are constantly reflecting on and ad-
justing our offer. There are children, especially in infants who 
are craving more teacher interaction. As a result next week  we 
will be looking to introduce some extra non-compulsory ses-
sions for children in infants.  There are families who  are bal-
ancing work with remote education and need periods of time 
when children are occupied. To them I can’t strongly  recom-
mend enough BBC bitesize and Oak National Academy (links 
are on the class pages of the web-site). There are also many 
families that are struggling with the amount of sessions and 
work we are setting. To these families I re-iterate my message 
from last week, go for a walk/bake a cake/ play a board 
game/ watch a movie and miss a remote session. Please do so 
with my complete blessing. Your well-being as a family is the 
priority. I’m sure there are many other challenges you are all 
facing. Please do contact me if you are struggling or have 
questions. If I can’t help or answer your questions I will al-
most always be able to find someone who can.  

 

You may recall that we bought red polo shirts to celebrate our 
40th birthday, but to also help us raise money in the absence 
of all of our usual fundraising activities.  We have very nearly 
sold out and have just 2x age 5-6 left and so we're doing a 
final push to sell these!  If you would like to purchase one (or 
both!), please call the school office.  

 

The recent request for nominees for a parent governor at the 
school has resulted in more people coming forward than there 
are vacancies, so there is a need to have a ballot. A letter and e
-mail went out to all parents yesterday setting out how to vote. 
We would be grateful if you could take the time to cast your 
vote for this important role on our governing body. The dead-
line for returns, as an attachment in an email sent to Parent-
GovernorElection@newlands.hants.sch.uk is 12 noon on Fri-
day 5th February 2021.  

 

Have a lovely weekend,  

 

William Neighbour 

PTO for a learning update from Willow class 

Key Dates  
February 
9th Safer Internet Day 
12th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
22nd Children Start Back 
March 
1st Parent’s Evening , 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
3rd Parent’s Evening , 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
4th World Book Day  
12th Comic Relief   
April 
1st Colour Team Morning (with parents). Break up for Easter 
 at 1:30pm 
19th Children Start Back 
May 
27th Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
28th INSET—School closed to children 
June 
7th Children Start Back 
18th Den Building (with parents) at 1:30pm 
July 
2nd INSET—School closed to children 
16th Annual Reports to Parents  
19th  Newlands’ Got Talent Festival, 2:00pm 
20th School Sports Day & picnic lunch  
22nd Y6 Leaver’s Service, 1:30pm @ St Peter’s  Church 
23rd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 
Events in red are not permissible under the current Covid-19 

guidance and will either be postponed, cancelled or 
changed into a digital format 

Hampshire Libraries Winter Reading Challenge 

Hampshire Libraries is encouraging all primary school 
children to take part in this year’s Winter Reading 
Challenge which kicked off on, Monday 11th January. 
This year’s Winter Reading Challenge is all about get-
ting cosy together to share the love of reading.  

 

Children can also 
use Hampshire 
L i b r a r i e s ’ 
new Ready Reads: 
We Select You 
Collect service to 
borrow books. 
Library staff will regularly handpick a selection of 
books for those that request the service, to collect 
from the entrance of their local library. Users can 
choose how often and how many books they’d like. 
www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone  



Willow 

It’s been a busy couple of weeks with Willow class! There has been 
amazing learning both at home and school.  We have learnt about the 
cold Polar Regions and the equator.  The children have looked at in-

structions and have practised being bossy! We have investigated ice and 
the many different shapes it can be as well as which is the quickest way 

to melt it! 

Willow class are fantastic and we are very proud of you all! 


