
            18h December 2020 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth a nice peaceful 
rest. We are now just a few (school) hours away from the end of 
2020. There is no denying it has been a momentous and chal-
lenging year and yet it has been one of the most rewarding of 
my career. The unity and resilience of the school community has 
been astonishing. It has been an absolute privilege to lead the 
children and staff this year. The success’s of the year are too 
numerous to list here but can be simply summed by saying in 
the face of adversity the school as a collective has flourished, 
while supporting those individuals that have struggled.  

 

Please do remember that I will remain on duty until Christmas 
Eve to liaise with Track & Trace. If between Saturday 19th De-
cember and Thursday 24th December, your child tests positive 
for COVID having developed symptoms within 48 hours of last 
b e i n g  i n  s c h o o l ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a t 
w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk   

 

Yesterday I uploaded the last of our 
Christmas films. In the hours that followed the unprecedented number of downloads managed to break 
the web-site. I believe I have now fixed the problem but we appear to be limited to the number videos 
we can play within any twenty four hour period. 

 

The corridors of Newlands have certainly been alive with 'the sound of music' again this term as we continue to provide our 
wonderful children with a rich and broad curriculum in these unusual times. On the website currently, are the results of the 
teaching and learning in years 3, 5 and 6 and (Mr Gray) as music leader, wanted me to share the children's learning journey 
with you all as the videos don't tell you the complete story of this term's hard work. The children in Year 3 and 5 have been 
receiving weekly ukulele lessons from the Hampshire Music Service (for free!) as part of the Winchfield Music Festival's out-
reach work. The classes have had six lessons each and have learnt different ways to strum the ukulele, how to play single notes 
and then progressed onto playing chords. The children in Year 5 have also learnt how a 12-bar-blues is constructed and have 
worked on composition as well. The children's Christmas videos show what an amazing journey the classes have been on from 
lesson 1, where most of the class had never played a ukulele or guitar before, to lesson 6 where they could play and sing at the 
same time and perform in an ensemble. The children in Year 6 had an equally tricky challenge to become a percussion ensem-
ble that would follow a simple score and to perform a carol that used harmony rather than just melody. Playing in a large en-
semble isn't as easy as Year 6 made it look and the children also had a huge input to the structure of their performance. The 
video doesn't do the sound quality justice - the corridors really did sound magical when the chords were resonating around the 
school and I hope we can share this experience with you for real when we are finally allowed to perform to you again in a live 
situation. Finally, I am delighted to announce that we have been successful in securing a grant from the Winchfield Music Fes-
tival that will enable us to buy a class-set of ukuleles and further develop our African drum set in the New Year. The grant, 
which has been generously matched by FONDS, will enable us to continue working towards our goal of having a musically 
literate school and enable us to offer whole-class music lessons on both tuned and untuned percussion as well as the ukulele as 
our children move through the school. I am incredibly excited about being able to offer our children these amazing experienc-
es and I feel so thankful that we have such a rich and varied set of resources in our school to inspire our pupils. I'd like to 
thank the wonderful FONDS team, who work so hard for our school, and every parent and family who supports everything 
that FONDS do. Without you all, we wouldn't be able to provide this level of musical resource in our school.   

 

William Neighbour 
PTO for a learning update from Rowan class 

In the new year we will be 
recruiting two new  par-
ents governors. In January 
we will be sending out a 
letter outlining the nomi-
nation and election pro-
cess. Governors  are stra-
tegic leaders within 
schools and have a vital 
role to play in making sure every child gets the best possible 
education. The role of the school governor is demanding 
but very rewarding and is a great way to give back to your 
local community. Good schools need good governors. 

Governing bodies have a strong focus on three core strate-
gic functions: 

 Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and direction 

 Holding the headteacher to account for the educa-
tional performance of the school and its pupils, and 
the performance management of the staff 

 Overseeing the financial performance of the school 
and making sure its money is well spent 



Santa Visits Newlands 

Yesterday we had a special visitor during 
our Christmas Lunch. Santa visited eve-
ry class giving them a present ahead of  

the big day.  


