
            8th October 2020 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

One of the things we as a staff have been missing is the 
quick conversations we would normally have at drop off 
and pick up. We now realise how effective these quick 
exchanges were in letting you pass on worries the chil-
dren might have and for us to reassure parents at the end 
of the day. We are still very much here and eager to 
maintain communication with parents. If at any point 
you want us to ring you please do send me an e-mail or 
ring the school office, class teachers are mostly able to 
call you within 24 hours, similarly we are normally able 
to respond to e-mails within two days.  

 

If feels strange writing Homelink on a Thursday, but 
tomorrow is an INSET day. During the partial closure of 
the school we prioritised staying open for those that 
were eligible at the expense of two INSET days. This 
has resulted in a delay in some much needed whole 
school training. Other than ensuring everyone is Covid 
safe we actually have a day in which we will not be talk-
ing coronavirus. We start in the morning with an update 
to our first aid training. This will of course be done in a 
Covid secure way with each bubble sitting separately and 
limited hands on practice. In the afternoon we will be 
focusing on child protection and safeguarding. 

 

Many you have been asking me what I think might hap-
pen in the coming weeks and months and if school will 
remain open. I have no more information than you.  I’m 
confident that as a small primary school in an area with a 
low infection rate we are highly unlikely to be closed. I 
think there is determination in government to ensure the 
education of young children is not adversely affected. 
While we have contingency plans in place for if we have 
to close, I’m confident these will not be needed. In con-
trast ,It's my belief that the current restrictions we have 
in place will remain for the rest of the academic year. I 
sincerely hope I’m wrong and that I will be able to hold 
whole school assemblies and invite parents into school 
but at present this looks like it is a long way off.  

 

William Neighbour 

PTO for a learning update from Maple class 

Key Dates  
October 
9th INSET—School closed to children 
12th Harvest Assembly 
13th School Photographs 
19th Flu Immunisations 
19th Parent’s Evening, 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
21st Parent’s Evening, 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
23rd  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
November 
2nd Children Start Back 
9th New YR Open event by appointment  
13th Children in Need 
27th INSET—School closed to children 
December  
3rd New YR Open event by appointment  
14th Christingle Service, 10:00am @ St Peter’s Church  
15th Infant Nativity, 10:00am & 2:00pm  
16th Infant Nativity, 10:00am 
17th Christmas Lunch 
18th Break up for Christmas at 1:30pm 
January 2021  
4th INSET—School closed to children 
5th Children Start Back 
February 
9th Safer Internet Day 
12th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
22nd Children Start Back 
March 
1st Parent’s Evening , 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
3rd Parent’s Evening , 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
4th World Book Day  
12th Comic Relief  
April 
1st Colour Team Morning (with parents). Break up for 
 Easter at 1:30pm 
19th Children Start Back 
May 
27th Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
28th INSET—School closed to children 
June 
7th Children Start Back 
18th Den Building (with parents) at 1:30pm 
July 
2nd INSET—School closed to children 
16th Annual Reports to Parents  
19th  Newlands’ Got Talent Festival, 2:00pm 
20th School Sports Day & picnic lunch  
22nd Y6 Leaver’s Service, 1:30pm @ St Peter’s Church 
23rd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 

Events in red are not permissible under the current 
Covid-19 guidance and will either be postponed, can-

celled or changed into a digital format 



Maple 

Year 4 have been working incredibly hard since the start of the 
term. They have been making electrical circuits in science, creat-

ing wonderful Viking shields in art and making a lot of noise 
(music!) on the African drums. They have also worked as a team 

to develop their apostrophe usage and created a huge human 
timeline to help the class see how the Viking period of history 

relates to what they already know.  


