
            4th September 2020 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

It has been lovely to welcome back all of the children to school 
this week. On Thursday morning there was the normal mixture 
of nerves and excitement as we started a new year.  The children 
were fantastic and seemed to really enjoy being back into a fa-
miliar school routine. With reports in the press that 20% of par-
ents would refuse to send their children back and the fact we 
returned two days earlier than other Yatelely schools, I was pre-
pared for lots of phone calls on Thursday to find out where chil-
dren were and to reassure parents. In the end we had 98% at-
tendance and we knew in advance about the handful that missed 
school.  

 

Thank you for your patience at pick up and drop off. It has tak-
en a little bit longer than we expected but we expect things to 
speed up now we are all more settled. We have made a few 
tweaks to pick up today and hope this will help lines move a bit 
quicker. I understand that on the first few days of the year  mul-
tiple parents and grandparents have wanted to drop off and pick 
up children. Thank you to all of  you who have shown great 
restraint and limited your selves to just one person dropping off 
and picking up. As a school it is essential we limit numbers con-
gregating around the school. It is for this reason we have been 
asked to limit the numbers of adults on site  and to develop 
strategies to stop a build up of crowds outside schools.  Again 
your patience and support in doing this is greatly appreciated.  

 

It looks like the current guidance is here for the foreseeable fu-
ture and further lifting of restrictions seems unlikely. With this is 
mind we are starting to adapt some school events. We are inves-
tigating a numbers of ways to host meet the Teacher and 
Parent’s Evening. The new reception events will now be by ap-
pointment with households  getting a socially distanced 1:1 tour 
with myself. These events are important as school funding is 
calculated on the basis of the number of pupils who attend the 
school and not the spaces they have available. Our school catch-
ment is very small and council data suggests that less than 10 
children per year have been born in catchment over the last few 
years. In the past few years we have been the school of choice in 
Yateley, attracting sufficient pupils from out of catchment to 
make the school viable. If you know anyone looking for a 
school place, even if they live significantly out of catchment,  
please do direct them to the web-site or the school office. The 
more children on roll the more resources we have. 

 

Have a lovely weekend  

 

William Neighbour 

PTO for  first week photos 

Key Dates  
September 
7th New Reception Class Start 
15th Year 6 Taster Day at Frogmore CC  
16th Meet the Teacher Sessions (Years 1-6) 3:30, 4:00, 6:00 & 
6:30  
October 
6th New YR Open event by appointment  
9th INSET—School closed to children 
12th Harvest Assembly 
19th Parent’s Evening, 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
21st Parent’s Evening, 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
23rd  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
November 
2nd Children Start Back 
9th New YR Open event by appointment  
13th Children in Need 
27th INSET—School closed to children 
December  
3rd New YR Open event by appointment  
14th Christingle Service, 10:00am @ St Peter’s Church  
15th Infant Nativity, 10:00am & 2:00pm  
16th Infant Nativity, 10:00am 
17th Christmas Lunch 
18th Break up for Christmas at 1:30pm 
January 2021  
4th INSET—School closed to children 
5th Children Start Back 
February 
9th Safer Internet Day 
12th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
22nd Children Start Back 
March 
1st Parent’s Evening , 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
3rd Parent’s Evening , 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
4th World Book Day  
12th Comic Relief  
April 
1st Colour Team Morning (with parents). Break up for Easter 
 at 1:30pm 
19th Children Start Back 
May 
27th Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
28th INSET—School closed to children 
June 
7th Children Start Back 
18th Den Building (with parents) at 1:30pm 
July 
2nd INSET—School closed to children 
16th Annual Reports to Parents  
19th  Newlands’ Got Talent Festival, 2:00pm 
20th School Sports Day & picnic lunch  
22nd Y6 Leaver’s Service, 1:30pm @ St Peter’s Church 
23rd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 
Events in red are not permissible under the current Covid-19 

guidance and will either be postponed, cancelled or 
changed into a digital format 



A New Academic Year 

After 166 days of partial closure the school was finally 

fully open again this week. While there were some 

nerves on Thursday morning the children have had a 

wonderful time, proving time again how adaptable, 

resilient and mature they are.  


