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16th September 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
It has been so lovely to teach one of my favourite classes again with some new faces. Both myself and Mrs Harris have 
thoroughly enjoyed our first few weeks teaching Year 5. The children have settled quickly into new routines and adapted 
extremely well to the changes around school. Unfortunately, due to circumstances myself and Mrs Harris are unable to 
host our annual meet the teacher session. We have however created a presentation which covers what we will be doing in 
year 5 and I hope you find this letter helpful too in answering any questions you may have. We are however happy to 
answer any queries or concerns at school by phone or email, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Although some of you may know me but for those of you that don’t, I have been a teacher at Newlands for some time, 
almost 8 years. I have taken some time off during those 8 years due to having three babies and I have always felt so 
welcomed back to Newlands from both the staff and parents. Although, I have mostly taught infants I did team teach 
last year for a day and a half in Year 5 which I very much enjoyed. I am equally as excited to work alongside this new year 
5 cohort and I feel very privileged to be part of their learning journey again. Both myself and Mrs Harris have worked in 
the same school for a long time, however we have never taught together. I feel incredibly lucky to be working alongside 
her as well as Mrs Morley. 
 
I enjoy teaching all subjects, however, my favourites to teach are English and PE. I have a passion for reading and feel 
this is a very important aspect within education. I try to encourage those I teach to share my love of reading, through 
using engaging and exciting class texts. We are already nearly half way through our first text in Year 5 and we have had 
some interesting and thought provoking discussions about the text. The children have fully engaged and immersed 
themselves into this which has been great to see. Both myself and Mrs Harris love to teach PE, we are keen to provide as 
many opportunities as we can for the children to try different sports as well as bring enthusiasm and energy to the lesson.  
 
It has been a considerable amount of time that the children have been out of school, but we endeavour to do our upmost 
to plug any gaps in their learning and any emotional needs there may be in the current circumstances. We are securing the 
foundations of our maths and literacy skills in year 5, as well as recapping Year 4 learning that may have been missed or 
forgotten. We are using every minute of every day to consolidate and secure key skills within their learning and any input 
and support at home is very much appreciated. Year 5 homework, this will be set from next week. The children will 
come home with a homework diary which acts as this and their reading record. We will be asking all children to read to 
an adult for at least 10 minutes, ideally four times a week – the more reading time the better. Any reading entries need to 
be recorded in the homework diaries, children need to be mature and recognise and remember when they need a new 
reading book. In English we are using rich texts to drive our learning and having an expanded, ambitious vocabulary will 
certainly have a positive impact on their writing. When helping at home with maths please only show children the 
methods we are using – they should be able to show you. Information on these methods from the Maths workshops last 
year, can be found on the parent tab on the website.  Any input with times tables practice will benefit children massively, 
times tables really do underpin most areas of maths. Alongside this, any support with telling the time (analogue and 
digital) helps them in maths and everyday life. Anything you can do to help your children at home is greatly appreciated.  
 
I am really looking forward to be working with you and the children again this year. If you have any queries, concerns or 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Mrs Harris by phone or email. We understand that this year is 
different to others and there are a lot of changes but we will do are upmost to ensure the children feel safe and happy 
this year in Beech class. 
 
Your faithfully,  
Mrs Richardson  


