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Delivering a nurturing and inclusive environment to encourage growth of the individual 

16th September 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my first few weeks teaching Year 5 and I know Mrs Richardson has as well. The children have 
started the new term with a fantastic positive attitude and have immersed themselves in their learning. This is a tricky 
time for everyone but the children have adapted marvellously to all new routines and rules. As we are unable to host our 
annual meet the teacher sessions, I hope you find this letter and the presentation that has been uploaded onto the website 
useful and answers some of your questions. However, after viewing both of these, if you are unsure of anything that isn’t 
answered by your child or through Homelink, I am available at school by phone or email to assist you.  
 
Some of you may know me quite well as I have taught a few of your older children. I have been here at Newlands for the 
last 9 years. l am going to share a bit more information about myself and what you can expect from myself and Mrs 
Richardson.  I have been a teacher at Newlands for the past 9 years. I started in September 2011, as a newly qualified 
teacher (NQT). I started my teaching career in Year 3, where I spent many happy years. The first class I taught at 
Newlands will be going into Year 11 at secondary school this September – that does make me feel very old! I stayed in 
Year 3 for three years and then I moved up to Year 6 where I stayed for another three years.  I was lucky enough to teach 
all my Year 3 children again in Year 6 and it was lovely to see how much they had grown in confidence, understanding 
and maturity in those three years. Mrs Morley worked with me throughout those six years right up to my maternity leave 
and now I have gained her back. I spent last year in Year 5, this was a new year group for me – I have thoroughly 
enjoyed this year group and learning a new curriculum. Every year you learn a little bit more about the year group and the 
subjects you teach.  
 
I enjoy teaching all subjects, however, my favourites to teach are English, PE and Art. I have been very fortunate to have 
delivered a rich, innovative curriculum in many year groups. Before becoming a teacher, my real passion was sport and 
exercise. l completed a Sport and Exercise Science degree at Chichester University in 2009. l can regularly be found 
taking Hiit, circuit and toning exercise classes and I am keen to bring some of this enthusiasm and energy to our PE 
lessons.   
 
Now onto more school related aspects. The time children have been out of school is long and of course there are going 
to be gaps in their learning, however, please do not worry. The Year 5 team are ensuring that learning is recapped and we 
are securing the foundations of maths and literacy skills, in order to build on these to meet the Year 5 expectations. 
During the first few weeks we have recapped Year 4 learning and extended this to new learning. Our initial main aim in 
maths is for children to have a secure place value knowledge and all four formal calculation methods. When helping at 
home please only show children the methods we are using – they should be able to show you. Information on these 
methods from the Maths workshops last year, can be found on the parent tab on the website. Any input with times tables 
practice will benefit children massively, times tables really do underpin most areas of maths. Alongside this, any support 
with telling the time (analogue and digital) helps them in maths and everyday life.  In terms of homework, this will be set 
from next week. The children will come home with a homework diary which acts as this and their reading record. We will 
be asking all children to read to an adult for at least 10 minutes, ideally four times a week – the more reading time the 
better. Any reading entries need to be recorded in the homework diaries, children need to be mature and recognise and 
remember when they need a new reading book. In English we are using rich texts to drive our learning and having an 



expanded, ambitious vocabulary will certainly have a positive impact on their writing. Anything you can do to help your 
children at home is greatly appreciated.  
 
As a class alongside the usual routines and rules, we are currently working at using every minute of every day wisely, 
limiting the chat and recognising that there isn’t a minute to be wasted. Once they’ve reached Year 5, they really cannot 
afford to be wasting time, secondary school will come soon enough.  
 
Lastly, if you have any concerns, questions, problems or just don’t understand what they are doing in the homework, I 
am only a phone call or email away so please do get in touch if you need to and I will do what I can.  
 
I am really looking forward to working with you and your children this year. 
 
Your faithfully,  
 
 
 
 
Mrs Harris  

 


