
 
Year 4 English Tasks – Thursday 9th July 2020 

ANSWERS 

Parents and Children: To finish our work inspired by this week’s book, we are going to write a short story about our first day in 

Year 5, specifically walking into school and into the classroom. This task will pull together all the ideas we’ve developed this 

week about developing the setting using our senses. As you write, keep in mind that your reader has never been to our school so 

will need to rely on their imagination to picture what the writer can see.  

 

Task 1 

You have walked into school hundreds, if not thousands of times before and you know the route up to the yellow doors and 

down to the classrooms very well. Describe the journey as if it was the first day of Year 5 in September. You’ll be seeing your 

friends from class and from the other year groups, seeing all the staff and heading towards your new class! I wonder if it’ll be 

raining or sunny? Will the corridors be filled with excited chatter or will they be eerily quiet? What is in each corridor and what 

are people doing? Hanging up coats or putting lunch boxes away perhaps?  

 

To help you order your ideas, I have broken the journey down into small sections. Brainstorm the senses for each section and 

slowly build up a picture in your mind of the journey.  
 

 

 See Smell Hear Taste Touch 
From the 
school gate 
to the yellow 
doors 

 
 

 
 

Everybody will have different answers, thoughts and ideas. When you are looking at your final piece 
of writing, check that the basics (capitals etc) are in place and that you have a variety of sentence 
types and starters. 

 
 
 

The atrium by 
the library 

The corridor 
from Year 6 
down to the 
Year 5 
cloakroom  

The door into 
Year 5 

 

Task 2 

Write your story using the table to help you structure the order. Remember our work yesterday and make sure you think about 

what is happening around you, in front, above and behind. For effect, I would stop your story when you reach the Year 5 door 

because it’ll leave your reader wanting more but it is up to you! As always, you should proofread your work when you have 

finished. If we were in school, I would be aiming for a 30-minute write or about one side of A4. 

 

Here is an example to help get you started. 

 

It was a dark, damp morning. Heavy droplets of water were crashing into the sodden concrete, making little splashes, and the 

world seemed strangely quiet – even the birds were taking shelter. In front of me, a sea of brightly coloured umbrellas bounced 

up and down as parents led children to the school gates. Some were excited, some were splashing and some looked sad to be 

returning to school. As I pushed the school gate open, the hinges groaned and my fingers suddenly felt the cold – the wooden 

frame of the gate was soaked! The gates to Year R were firmly locked and the familiar puddle beneath them was growing and 

eating the pavement away like a tide coming in on a beach.  
 


