
 
Year 3 English Task – Monday 6th July 2020 

 
Parents and Children: Good morning Silver Birch. Welcome to your twelfth week of home learning. Well done to those of you 

who wrote your letters to Mr Gray last week. It was a pleasure to see some of them. One thing I have noticed from the work I 

have seen, both from home and at school, is how well your handwriting is coming on. Well done. It shows that it really is true 

that the more you practise the better you become. 

This week we will do some Grammar work and also use our imaginations to produce a piece of creative writing. 

Today we will recap our understanding of clauses and phrases. 

Clauses: 
Most sentences are made of clauses. 
A main clause makes sense on its own. – eg Hannah walked off. 
A subordinate clause gives extra information but it doesn’t make sense on its own. – eg because she was annoyed. 
By putting the two clauses together we have a sentence that makes sense and give us more information than the basic 
information in the main clause. 
 
Phrases: 
A phrase is usually a group of words without a verb. – eg very sad 
A noun phrase is a phrase that acts like a noun and adds extra information to the sentence. – eg lots of biscuits 
The noun is simply ‘biscuits’. 
 
A Order these group of words into the correct groupings (main or subordinate clause) 
 
I love chips while eating cheese until they arrive  it’s dark  when it’s over if you are coming   
 
they told lies   before the bell rang he plays hockey  she’s happy now 
 
 
B Underline the subordinate clauses in these sentences: 
William drives to work when it rains. 
The girls keep the light on because they are afraid of the dark. 
After she had played tennis, Jean went out for dinner. 
If the water rises any further, we’ll have to get help. 
 
 
C Underline the main clauses in these sentences: 
The children were soaking wet because it was raining outside. 
I’ll go swimming while Timothy goes out for a run. 
Before we go out to play, we need to tidy up. 
We couldn’t see the stars until the sun had gone down. 
If you do that again, I won’t play with you any more. 
 
 
D Highlight which of these groups of words are phrases: 
 
Far too early really funny he laughed very difficult before midnight   
 
My name is The bird sang. Great!  Turn left. 
 
 
E Highlight all the noun phrases below. Then underline the noun in each of the phrases. 
 
Blue shoes not normally quite sure cuddly hamsters  those amazing colours 
 
Chocolate muffins lazy elephants  so bright  all of the teachers next to her 
 
 
 
 



F Highlight the noun phrases and underline the nouns in these sentences: 
Robbie saw a green, hairy monster with purple eyes. 
Mum and Dad bought a new leather sofa. 
Mr Redhead lost his favourite stripy socks. 
She doesn’t like the houses over there. 
 
 
G Now write out the sentences above using your own noun phrases to replace the ones you have highlighted. 
 
 
H Think of a main clause to go with the subordinate clauses below and write out your completed sentences. 
Before we had dinner, ….. 
While Chris plays the piano, ……. 
When mum arrived, ……. 
…….. after putting on his boots. 
…… since that was all that was needed. 
 

 

I Look at a piece of writing you have done recently or a book you have read and see if you can identify main and subordinate 

clauses in the sentences. 


