
 

 

 

Year 5 Maths Tasks – Wednesday 1st July 2020  

 

Good morning. Welcome to the final month of the academic year. It is hard to believe that it is July already!  

 

Parents: Today I explain how to do some subtractions which are invariably done ‘the hard way’ by children who miss 

just how close the numbers are, either because they are so used to using the formal column method of subtraction 

or because they are unsure of how the number system works with larger numbers.  It might look as if I am ‘teaching 

to the test’ here, but my intention is to improve children’s understanding of the maths they are doing.  

 

Children: Read the note above that I’ve written to your parents. Today you are going to do some subtractions which 

are MUCH easier and quicker than they look. You need to imagine these numbers on a number line in your head. 

Don’t be tempted to do them by using the column method.  

 

Example 
 
Calculate 3002 – 2998.  
 

This is a very common style of test question. Whatever way you choose to do it, if you get it correct you would 

receive full marks. However, if you do it as a column subtraction, you could waste time that you need for another 

question and with all the borrowing necessary, you could make errors.  

 

Instead, think about it this way, using a number line: 

 

                           +2    +2 

 

   2998   3000          3002 

 

When you do 3002 subtract 2998, you are really finding the difference between 2998 and 3002.  

Draw it on a number line and you will see how close together these numbers are.  

Count on 2 to get from 2998 to 3000, and then count on another 2 to get to 3002. 

The total of these two ‘jumps’ is 4. 

So you can see that 3002 – 2998 = 4. This is so much quicker than going through the ‘borrowing’ method.  

 

Try it with these. It might help to draw a number line first until you have got the hang of counting up in your head.  

 

Calculate:  Find the difference between the numbers in each pair 

a. 502 – 497  j.    298 and 302 

b. 303 – 299  k.   195 and 204 

c. 401 – 396  l.    3999 and 4001 

d. 1002 – 997  m.  11,999 and 12,002  

e. 2004 – 1999  n.    15,997 and 16,007 

f. 3005 – 2998  o.    19,998 and 20,004 

g. 4002 – 3996  p.    99,995 and 100,003 

h. 10,001 – 9998  q.    199,997 and 200,005 

i. 10,002 – 9997  r.     999,998 and 1,000,002 

 


