
 
Year 2 Maths Tasks – Wednesday 24th June 2020 Answers 

 

Continuing on from our fractions work yesterday we are going to solve some tricky fraction problems. 

 

Parents and children: To find a fraction of an amount the two different numbers the numerator (the top number of 

the fraction) and the denominator (the bottom number of the fraction) are very important. 

 

1   numerator                         the numerator shows how many of those equal parts we are looking at 

  

2   denominator                     the denominator shows how many equal parts the whole amount is shared into 

 

In ½ we share the whole amount into 2 equal groups. We only want 1 out of the 2 equal groups when we find the 

fraction. 

 

To find fractions of an amount first start with the amount of items or draw out the amount in the whole. Then draw 

circles to represent the denominator (the number of equal groups). Then share the total amount into the equal 

groups. 

 

For example 1/3 of 6 

 

0 0 0 0 0 0 – 6 the whole amount 

 

   
The circles represent each of the 3 equal groups. One of these circles represents the 1/3- it is 1 out of the 3 equal 

groups. 

 

 
If you are finding 2/4 then first find ¼ using the technique above, then add ¼ to another ¼ to make 2/4. 

For example: Find 2/4 of 8 

 

00000000 – 8 the whole amount 

 

 
The circles represent each of the 4 equal groups. One of these circles represents the ¼. So to find 2/4 we want 2 out 

of the 4 equal groups. 

 

If we look at two different fractions ½ and 2/4 we can see that although one shape is shared equally into two equal 

groups (1/2) and the other shape is shared equally into four equal groups (1/4) that it is equivalent in the amount 

you have of each shape. 

 



 
 

1. Mental maths activities 

Please go online and work on the following activities: 

*Fractions game- complete the fractions activity 

https://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/ngfl/ngfl-flash/fractions/fractions.html 

*Hit the Button- division facts for 2x, 5x and 10x 

*Hit the Button- halves up to 20 

 

2. Half or not half?  

Look at each shape below. Tick each shape which is divided into halves correctly. Take care as some shapes may 

have two parts but are they equal? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/ngfl/ngfl-flash/fractions/fractions.html


3. Find ½ and 2/4 of these shapes. What do you notice? 

 
 

 

Find ½ and ¼ of these shapes. What do you notice? 

 
 

 

4. Fraction word challenges 

Read each of the fraction word problems carefully then see if you can work out what the solutions are. 

Top tip- some of these problems are working backwards problems.  

a) Mrs Furzland has some marbles. She gives ¼ of the marbles (5 marbles) to Miss Davies. How many marbles 

did Mrs Furzland start with? If ¼ of the marbles is 5, then there are 4/4 in the whole amount of marbles 

¼= 5    ¼= 5   ¼= 5  ¼=5 so the whole amount together would be 20 marbles. 

b) Mr Gray had 12 pets. ¼ of the pets were dogs. How many dogs did Mr Gray have? 

¼ of the 12 pets are dogs so if you share the 12 pets into 4 equal groups there are 3 in ¼. There are 3 dogs. 

c) Mrs Fowler had lots of packets of cereals at her home. 1/3 of these cereals were Coco Pops. If Mrs Fowler had 

15 packets of cereal, how many were Coco Pops? 1/3 of the cereals are Coco Pops so if you share the 15 packets 

of cereals into 3 equal groups there are 5 cereals in 1/3. 5 of the cereals are Coco Pops. 

d) Mr Neighbour rode ½ of his planned cycle ride. He rode 18 miles. How many miles was his cycle ride in total? 

Mr Neighbour rode ½ of his cycle ride which is 18 miles. To find out how many miles the total journey was we     

need to add ½ (18 miles) to the other ½ (18 miles). The journey was 36 miles in total. 



e) Mrs Harris had a range of different sports balls in the PE shed. 1/3 of the balls were basketballs. There were 30 

balls altogether. How many basketballs did she have? 1/3 of the sports balls were basketballs so if you share the 

30 balls into 3 equal groups there are 10 in 1/3. 10 of the sports balls are basketballs. 

f) Mrs Donegan had 12 stamps on her living room table. These were 1/3 of her stamp collection. How many 

stamps did she have in her whole stamp collection? If 1/3 of the stamp collection is 12 stamps, then there are 

3/3 in the total collection of stamps. 1/3= 12 1/3= 12 1/3= 12 so the whole amount of stamps will be 36. 

g) Mr Redhead had 24 books on his bookcase. ¼ of the books were about Star Wars. How many Star Wars books 

did he have? ¼ of the books on the bookcase are about Star Wars so if you share the 24 books into 4 equal 

groups there are 6 books in ¼. 6 books are Star Wars books. 

 

 

 

 

 


