
            22nd May 2020 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

Wow! What a week  it has been in school. Today you will have received from me, in the longest letter I have ever 
sent you, details about the wider opening of the school. Putting together our plans for the wider opening has been a 
huge and complex task. I have spent literally hundreds of hours with Mr Gray and Mrs Moore working through 
hundreds of variables. Without their help, the task of opening the school would have been beyond me. Earlier in 
the week, we consulted with staff who were amazing. Their willingness to take things in and embrace change has 
astounded me. What became very clear is that all of us are desperate to return to school and interact with children in 
as safe a way as possible as soon as possible.   

 

From talking to other schools, I know there is huge variance between what schools are offering in the local area. 
These differences reflect our very different circumstances and the magnitude of variables at play including, but not 
limited to building lay outs and the vulnerability of staff and children. Here at Newlands we have been asked essen-
tially to operate eight classes of 15 children in a school designed and staffed for seven classes while protecting vul-
nerable staff and children. In contrast, infant schools have been asked to welcome 66% of children plus key worker 
and vulnerable children while a junior school only needs to admit 25% of children.  Essentially, it is not safe to as-
sume that what works in one school can be instantly applied to a school down the road. I talk to and compare our 
response with other schools regularly. This is a useful tool 
in challenging my own thinking, letting me reflect on what 
we are doing and why. However, I often find myself unable 
to comprehend why a school is doing something in a partic-
ular way, especially when in my eyes it contradicts the gov-
ernment guidance. When this happens, I usually attribute 
my confusion to a lack of understanding of the wider con-
text of that school. When reflecting on what we are offer-
ing, I urge you to have an open mind. If you are confused 
about what we are doing, raise your questions with me but 
please read the official guidance on the gov.uk website first; 
not everything that is being shared on Facebook or in the 
news follows the guidance. I have no doubt our offer will 
evolve as we roll it out. We have however, worked tirelessly 
through the guidance, applied it to our setting and believe 
ourselves to be compliant while still being able to offer 
some additional services. 

 

As next week is half term, we 
will not be setting home learning 
I hope that you have a lovely 
half term and enjoy the increas-
ing freedoms we are gaining. 

  

William Neighbour 
 

PTO for  your home learning pictures 

Key Dates 2020/21 
September 
3rd Children Start Back, Y1—Y6 
7th New Reception Class Start 
October 
9th INSET—School closed to children 
23rd  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
November 
2nd Children Start Back 
27th INSET—School closed to children 
December  
18th Break up for Christmas at 1:30pm 
January  
4th INSET—School closed to children 
5th Children Start Back 
February 
12th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
22nd Children Start Back 
April 
1st Break up for Easter at 1:30pm 
19th Children Start Back 
May 
27th Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
28th INSET—School closed to children 
June 
7th Children Start Back 
July 
2nd INSET—School closed to children 
23rd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 

Term dates for next year  are on the web-site 




