
            12th June 2020 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

Wow! We have made it to the end of another strange week. I 
have to say a massive thank you to the staff, children and 
parents for their commitment and flexibility. Roughly 47% 
of the children who are eligible to come to school have. This 
is a significantly higher number than both local and national 
averages.  I know the children have thoroughly enjoyed their 
time and word is spreading about the fabulous job the staff 
are doing. As a result, we expect numbers to continue to rise. 
I have very much enjoyed speaking to many of you on the 
phone this week. I’m still available for calls on request and 
am presently able to call within 24 hours. Representatives of 
the local authority have also taken the time to congratulate 
us as a school for being in a tiny minority that have opened 
to all eligible pupils on a full-time basis. This achievement is 
testament to the commitment and professionalism of our 
staff  and the trust and relationships that have been built 
between us all as a school community.  

 

There has been a lot of talk in the press about opening  
schools to more year groups. For us as a primary school, 
socially distancing at one or two meters makes no difference 
as the guidance concedes you can’t maintain social distancing 
in primary schools. At present we are running eight bubbles, 
using seven classrooms, the music room and all available 
staff. These bubbles are capped by the government at 15 
children. The reality is that we will not be able to open the 
school fully to all pupils until the public health advice is that 
it is safe to teach in groups of up to 30. On this basis, it is 
highly unlikely we will be able to invite any additional chil-
dren back into school before September.  

 

Finally, cook has been 
complaining to me that 
she is getting very bored 
and would love to start 
making more delicious 
rolls, cakes and biscuits. 
School packed lunches 
are still free to all reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children 
along with those entitled to free school meals. To order, all 
you need to do is tell me, on arrival if you would like Ham, 
Egg-Mayo, Cheese or Tuna-Mayo. 

 

William Neighbour 

PTO for  your home learning pictures 

Key Dates 2020/21 
September 
3rd Children Start Back, Y1—Y6 
7th New Reception Class Start 
October 
9th INSET—School closed to children 
23rd  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
November 
2nd Children Start Back 
27th INSET—School closed to children 
December  
18th Break up for Christmas at 1:30pm 
January  
4th INSET—School closed to children 
5th Children Start Back 
February 
12th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
22nd Children Start Back 
April 
1st Break up for Easter at 1:30pm 
19th Children Start Back 
May 
27th Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
28th INSET—School closed to children 
June 
7th Children Start Back 
July 
2nd INSET—School closed to children 
23rd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 

Term dates for next year  are on the web-site 

The school remains open for 
childcare to vulnerable chil-
dren and those of Critical 
Workers. We are currently 
running two bubbles with a 
maximum of 15 children. This 
provision runs from 8:30—
15:30 Monday to Friday. In 
the mornings, the bubbles 
work through the daily work 
set by the school on the web-
site. The afternoon has a more of a traditional childcare 
element with a range of curricular and wider curricular ac-
tivities. Bubbles are staffed by a member of the Newlands 
team with a qualified teacher having oversight of, but not 
necessarily running, the bubbles. If you need to make use of 
this childcare, meet the criteria set out by the government, 
and are not already on the school childcare list,  please con-
tact w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk to be added to 
the list and make the necessary arrangements.  




