
 
Year 3 Maths Tasks – Wednesday 1st July 2020 

 

Parents and Children: Today we will conclude our recap of adding and subtracting fractions with the same 

denominator up to the value of one whole. The questions set will test the children’s ability to understand and solve 

word problems. This is another of the requirements for Year 3.  

 

Remember, when dealing with the same denominator it is quite quick to work out which two parts make up the 
whole, as the sum of the two numerators will equal the value of the denominator. 
Example: 
¼ of the bar below is shaded. So, to make the whole we need to add the unshaded amount, which is ¾ as there are 4 
equal parts that make the whole. 
 

        

 

So we can say ¼ + ¾ = 1 

 

From our work on number facts we know that if ¼ + ¾ = 1 then 1 – ¼ = ¾  

 

So, when starting with a given number of segments we can take away from that given number to create subtraction 

of fractions with the same denominator 

 

            

 

In the bar above there are 6 equal parts. If we take 2 of those equal parts away from the 6 it will leave 4 of those 

equal parts. In other words -  1 – 2/6 = 4/6 

 

A Answer the following word problems: 

1. Sam has to walk 7/8 of a mile to school and Lucy has to walk 3/8 of a mile to school. How much further 

does Sam have to walk?  

2. Fred has read 9/10 of his book and Jake has read 3/10 of the same book. How much more has Fred 

read?  

3. There are 5/6 of a cheese and ham pizza left in the fridge. Dave takes out and eats 4/6. How much pizza 

is left?  

4. Sarah had 7/9 of a chocolate bar. She gave Bethany 3/9. How much does Sarah have left?  

5. Ben baked 15 brownies. He took 11/15 into school for his classmates. His classmates ate 7/15 of the 

brownies. How many brownies did he take home?  

6. A jug contains 11/12 of a pint of orange juice. James pours 5/12 away. How much orange juice is left in 

the jug?  

7. Becky picked 8/13 of a bucket of strawberries and Pamela picked 5/13 of a bucket of strawberries. How 

many more strawberries did Becky pick?  

8. Ruth has to walk 11/14 of a mile to school and Jane has to walk 5/14 of a mile to school. How much 

further does Ruth have to walk?  

9. Amelia spends 7/12 of an hour at the supermarket and 11/12 of an hour at the gym. How much longer 

does she spend at the gym?  

10. Mary bought 5/6 of a gallon of paint but only used 2/6 of a gallon. How much paint did Mary have left? 

 

 

 



B  

a 14 makes up 2/7
th

 of the school’s football squad. 
How many are in the full squad? 

b 12 makes up 3/8
th

 of the school’s swimming squad. 
How many are in the full squad? 

c 84 make up 6/7
th

 of school that are also in the brownies.  
How many children from the school are in the brownies? 

 
 

C  

2/9
th

 of the class chose pasta as their favourite meal. 

1/9
th

 chose pizza; 

4/9
th

 chose burgers; and 

another 2/9
th

 chose lasagne. 
If there were 27 children in the class: 
How many chose either lasagne or pasta? 
How many chose either pizza or burgers? 
How many chose anything other than pizza?  
 
 
 
D Now try writing your own fraction word problem to test an adult. 
Don’t forget you need to know the answer! 
 

 

 

 


