
 
Year 4 English Tasks – Tuesday 23rd June 2020 

 
Parents and Children: Good morning everybody. I hope you enjoyed working on the poem yesterday and are looking forward to 

continuing to use the poem today. Below is the final part of the poem – I think you are in for a little bit of a shock! If you are 

enjoying Joseph’s style of poetry, try watching Michael Rosen performing his poems on the internet. ‘Chocolate Cake’ is brilliant. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zp9b4wx Remember children, you should not search without an adult’s permission. 

 

Task 1 

Like yesterday, read this part of the poem several times to make sure 

you can pronounce each work accurately. Once you are confident, 

think about how you would perform this section of the poem. Think 

about how your voice will change between the first and second stanzas 

on this page. How will you show that you no longer like the hamster? 

When you perform, what could you do with your body language? Could 

you act this poem out? You also need to consider why some words are 

in CAPITALS. Does that change how you’ll say them? How will you say 

‘soooooo’ and ‘Err’? As I’ve said before, hearing yourself reading 

something is the best way to perfect your performance, so if you can, 

record yourself and then think about how to improve your 

performance. 

 

Task 2 

There are five apostrophes in this part of the poem. Explain what each 

one is doing. Write your answer in full sentences and use other 

examples if that helps you explain what is happening. 

 

Task 3 

What are the three verbs in the first stanza? 

 

 

Task 4 

List all the words in today’s section of the poem that make the ‘ee’ 

sound. Once you have made your list, underline or highlight the letters 

that make the sound. 

 

Task 5 

To finish today’s English work, we are going to write the second half of the poem about our tortoise. Like yesterday, we will use 

the original as a guide. I’ve written two examples from the different stanzas for you. 

 

One day I put my finger up to his cage,   We’ve got a tortoise in our school, 

and he sniffed it with a nose    as green as the slime in the plughole.  

like the two holes in the button on my school shirt  He is so mean, so horrible, 

and he… BIT ME!      With an ancient, cracked, rough jaw 

 

As you write, remember you need to make the tortoise sound as horrible as possible and make the reader really aware that you 

don’t like it. Before you write, look at yesterday’s poem so you can make the changes you need to. When I wrote my examples, I 

had to edit yesterday’s ideas so you might have to do the same as well! When you have finished, check your copying is accurate 

for what you have borrowed and that your spelling for your own ideas is as good as it can be. Keep your poem safe – you’ll need 

it tomorrow! 

 

Task 6 (Optional) 

Rehearse and perform your tortoise poem like you did for task 1. You could also illustrate it too if you’d enjoy doing that! If you 

have written something you really like, ask an adult at home to help you email it into school. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zp9b4wx

