
 
Year 3 English Task – Tuesday 23rd June 2020 

 
Parents and Children: Today we continue looking at direct speech and the punctuation of speech.  

 

Remember:  
a When you are writing, inverted commas (also called speech marks) show when someone is speaking. Inverted commas go 
before and after any words that a character says (known as direct speech). 
For example: "I'm hungry," complained Goldilocks. 
 

b If another character replies, the rule is to use another set of inverted commas and put the new person speaking on a new line. 
For example: 
"There’s some porridge on the stove,” said mum. 
"But I've already had some porridge today!” exclaimed Goldilocks. 
 

c Any punctuation goes inside the inverted commas at the end of what the character is saying. There is always a punctuation 
mark before the final inverted commas. 
 

d The first word that is spoken always has a capital letter. 

For example: 

“Your hair is a mess,” he said. 

Katie said, “We’re going away.” 

 

If you need a further reminder about inverted commas try looking at the clip below 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zjm6pg8 

  

 

A  Write out these sentences putting in the correct capital letters. 

 

i Sam asked, “do you need anything from the shop?” 

ii Tamara said, “this is going to be the best show ever!” 

iii Angie said, “you can be the blue piece and I’ll be the red one.” 

iv “no we don’t have any red fabric, sorry,” replied the man. 

v Tony asked, “excuse me, where is the football match?” 

vi “we could build a raft to get across the river,”said Martha 

 

  

B Highlight the sentences where the speech is punctuated correctly. 

 

Harry “asked, Where’s the nearest bus stop?” 

“Have you put your shoes on yet?” I asked. 

Frankie said, “No, I haven’t got any more.” 

Kit shouted, “you’re going the wrong way!” 

“I bet you can’t catch me!” yelled Guy. 

 

Now write what was wrong with the others. 

 

 

C Re-write the following sentences adding inverted commas in the correct places and using capital letters in the correct places. 

 

i Sergio said, we’re going on holiday. 

ii Ben asked, is this the way to the circus? 

iii Emily said all the best players practise. 

iv Mike replied, yes, I would love to come. 

v Henry asked, do I have to eat my apple? 

vi Pasha said, our dad is taking us to the ballet. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zjm6pg8


vii We said, you can play with us if you don’t cheat. 

viii The queen shouted, bring me my crown! 

ix The girl asked, please may I have a go? 

  

 

D The words below are the words you are learning this week for your spelling test on Friday. 

Write a direct speech sentence for each of the words. 

 

experiment ordinary  woman  extreme  particular 

 

 

E Below is the passage you re-wrote yesterday. Re write the passage again, this time substituting interesting synonyms for the 

word “said”. 

 

“Little Bear, it is time for breakfast,” said Mummy Bear sweetly. 

 “Mmmmm I love porridge,” said Baby Bear happily.  

“Be careful because it is hot,” said Mummy Bear.  

“I think it is too hot to eat,” said Baby Bear.  

“Why don’t we go for a walk in the forest and let our porridge cool down?” said Mummy Bear kindly. 

 

 

F Edit your written piece about a conversation between you and a friend that you wrote yesterday. Make sure you correct any 

errors of punctuation. Check for correctly used capital letters and punctuation marks before the final inverted commas. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


