
 
Year 2 English Tasks – Wednesday 1st April 2020 

 

Well done for all the great work you have been doing at home. For English today I would like you to practise reading the poem below using 

great expression. Afterwards you could use your super imaginations to rewrite it to make it a more positive poem. We all need to keep 

positive! 

 

Parents: When children are reading the poems please encourage them to look at the words and key phrases which might be emphasised and 

discuss how to achieve this (e.g. varying voice to show the mood of what is being conveyed). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvV23xoZRkI 

Michael Rosen provides some top tips in the attached Youtube video. You could show it to your child(ren) to help them to develop some 

strategies to read the poem. Before the children write their poems, it might help to get them to mind map all their ideas about what they 

might do if they were happy. The children could then use this to structure their own poem. It does not need to rhyme. Children could use story 

mountains to plan out their ideas for the story behind the picture. 

  

Children: Remember that you need to use your expressive voices when you read the poem. Think about which parts of the poem emphasise 

how angry you are and which parts need a different kind of emphasis (e.g. hunt the ghosts might be made to sound mysterious and spooky). 

When you write your own poem be imaginative about what you might do if you are happy. 

 

1. Read the following poem with expression and in a way that engages the listener. 

I am angry! 

I am angry, angry, angry! (Voice getting angrier with each word angry.) 

Angry, angry, angry!  

I’m so angry I’ll jump up and down, (Emphasize the word ‘so’ to show just how angry they are.)  

I’ll roll on the ground. 

Make a din, 

Make you spin,  

Pull out my hair! (Children could emphasize this and use actions to show how they might do this.) 

Throw you in the air! 

Pull down posts, 

Hunt down ghosts. (Include an element of mystery and lower your voice to make it sound spooky.) 

Scare spiders, 

Scare tigers. 

Pull up trees, 

Bully bees. (Use a menacing voice to say ‘Bully bees’.) 

Rattle the radiators,  

Frighten alligators, 

Cut down towers, 

Bring down flowers. 

Bang all the bones, 

Cut down stones. 

Turn the sky red, 

And then go to bed. (Use a relieved voice.) 

 

You could ask the children what might have happened to make the person so angry. 

2. Rewrite the poem and call it ‘I am happy’. 

Your poem does not need to rhyme but you could share all the things that you would do because you are happy. 

I am happy! 

I am happy, happy, happy! 

Happy, happy, happy. 

I’m so happy I am smiling from ear to ear. 

I’ll jump on my trampoline, 

Sing a song, 

Do a dance, 

Send a letter, 

Draw a picture. 

Snuggle my ted, 

And then go to bed. 

 

3. Write a story about the picture below: 

-an interesting starting point 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvV23xoZRkI


-developing the flow of your writing (describing key things and then moving on the story to the next section 

-adjectives (e.g. frightened or happy) and expanded noun phrases (e.g. frightened, timid dog or happy, excited child) 

-sentences with capital letters and full stops C . 

-sentences with capital letters and exclamation marks C ! 

 
 
The strange, mysterious boy landed in the garden with a loud thud! Marcy, who was a thoughtful, young girl asked if the young 

boy was alright. He stood up tall and apologised for landing so badly. After a few minutes of catching his breath the boy 

introduced himself as Matthew. Matthew had some unusual looking equipment on. ‘That must be how he got here,’ thought 

Marcy. The beautiful rays of sunshine beamed around the boy and made him look almost godly. It was then that Marcy noticed 

something was wrong.  

‘Your wing has a bent section,’ Marcy explained. She twiddled with it and it moved back into place. 

 

{Encourage children to map out their ideas using a story mountain then write their stories. It will help them to organise the flow 

of the story.} 


