
            3rd April 2020 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

Thank you for all your kind messages of thanks and appreciation for the work we have been uploading to the web-
site. I have loved seeing the pictures and examples of the children’s work you have been emailing me. It really is a 
highlight in my day.  We really value your feedback and will use it to adapt what we offer.   

 

Today should have been our school Colour Team day and the last day of term. Instead of celebrating the best of 
Newlands with you as a community, I'm sat at my desk in an empty school. Other than remaining open for  vulner-
able children and those of Critical Workers, the school will be taking a well-earned holiday over the next two 
weeks . The staff,  just like the children, are tired and need two weeks to recharge their batteries. For those of you 
who want to maintain the routines you have built over the last two weeks, we will put some suggested activities on 
the school website. You will all get a two-week break from our daily lessons, which will return on Monday 20th 
April.   

 

I know you are all having varied experiences of  having the children at home. To highlight how we are all feeling 
some of the same frustrations, I thought I would share a moment from the Neighbour household. Mrs Neighbour 
is an outstanding teacher with 21 years of experience. She has very much embraced the prospect of home schooling 
with grand plans for plugging gaps and the children making rapid progress. However, when I came home on 
Wednesday, my 7-year-old was halfway through a computing lesson and I heard my wife say, “If you cry on my lap-
top, I will not be happy.” To which my son replied, “I’m not 
crying, I’m just sulking.” It was at that point the decision was 
made it was time for  the child to have their daily exercise 
while Mrs Neighbour had a rest.    

 

As your children spend more time at home and are going to 
be online more than ever, it is more important that we are 
extra vigilant of their well-being. On the school web-site 
(www.newlandsprimary.net/e-safety) we’ve pulled together a 
list of easy-to-use resources. They are broken up into ages 
and include quick activities, films and plenty more fun ways 
to engage your children. From identifying fake news to online 
bullying – there is plenty for you to use and adapt for your 
family.    

 

Reading and Oxford University have put together a very use-
ful document about information sharing for parents and stu-
dents around the current virus situation which includes links 
to useful resources and websites. The guide can be found in 
the emotional support section of the school website.  

 

William Neighbour 

Headteacher 

The school remains open to  vulnerable children 
and those of Critical Workers. The school is cur-
rently open from 8:30—15:15 Monday to Friday 
and will continue to be open through the Easter 
Holiday including the two bank holidays. While 
children are present, there will be a minimum of 
three members of staff, including at least one mem-
ber of the Senior Leadership Team and a qualified 
teacher, on site. If, bearing in mind current govern-
ment advice that, ‘If children can stay safely at 
home, they should’ ,you need to make use of this 
childcare and are not already on our  childcare list,  
please contact me at 
w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk to make the 
necessary arrangements.  

PTO for  your home learning pictures 




