
            24th April 2020 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

  

Thank you for all of the photos and pictures you have been e-
mailing me. I have been trying to get as many into Homelink 
and on the website as possible.   

 

It was reassuring to see the government advice issued this week 
mirror my letter of the 23rd March, when stating, “No one expects 
parents to act as teachers, or to provide the activities and feedback that a 
school or nursery would. Parents and carers should do their best to help 
children and support their learning while dealing with competing demands.” 
To support this we have been uploading:  

 daily maths and English tasks written by Newlands  
teachers 

 links to the BBC daily lessons 

 links to phonic lessons provided by the team that support 
the school in quality controlling our own phonics 

 weekly home study projects from the Hampshire adviso-
ry team 

 plus a wide range of additional materials in both our use-
ful links page and the emotional support pages of the 
web-site 

Essentially, the point I’m making is we are uploading more then 
you could ever hope to fully complete and what we are upload-
ing is not something you have to do. They are simply high quali-
ty activities we think you might find useful in giving some struc-
ture while ensuring the children continue to cognitively function 
during these strange times. In my own family we have been do-
ing a mixture of work set by the school and following the chil-
dren’s interests. This has mostly involved following those 
measures I outlined on the 23rd. “Please try to play outside and go on 
walks. Bake biscuits and paint pictures. Play board games and watch mov-
ies. Do a science experiment together or find virtual field trips of the zoo. 
Create a fitness circuit in your garden. Start a book and read together as a 
family. Snuggle under warm blankets and do nothing.” 

 

As a staff, we are all eager to get the children back into school 
as soon as it is safe. I hope that this is sooner rather than later. 
Once we know when and how we will return to school, I will 
publish revised dates for the summer term including the many 
of the activities that we normally enjoy in this term. We have 
published the term dates for the next academic year on the as-
sumption that by September the school will be functioning in a 
way that is close to ‘normal’.   

 
William Neighbour 

The 
school 
remains 
open to 
vulnera-
ble chil-
dren and 
those of 
Critical 
Workers. The school is currently open from 8:30—15:15 
Monday to Friday. While children are present, there will 
be a minimum of three members of staff, including at 
least one member of the Senior Leadership Team and a 
qualified teacher, on site. If, bearing in mind current gov-
ernment advice that, ‘If children can stay safely at home, 
they should’, if you need to make use of this childcare and 
are not already on the school childcare list,  please contact 
w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk to be added to the 
list and make the necessary arrangements.  

PTO for  your home learning pictures 

Key Dates 2020/21 
September 
3rd Children Start Back, Y1—Y6 
7th New Reception Class Start 
October 
9th INSET—School closed to children 
23rd  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
November 
2nd Children Start Back 
27th INSET—School closed to children 
December  
18th Break up for Christmas at 1:30pm 
January  
4th INSET—School closed to children 
5th Children Start Back 
February 
12th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
22nd Children Start Back 
April 
1st Break up for Easter at 1:30pm 
19th Children Start Back 
May 
27th Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
28th INSET—School closed to children 
June 
7th Children Start Back 
July 
2nd INSET—School closed to children 
23rd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 

Term dates for next year  are on the web-site 



Charlie wanted to make a brain cake. As chance would 

have it, the recipe was in American units, so he did some 

excellent mental maths in converting various cup vol-

umes to grams….and then halving all the quantities, as 

there is only so much brain cake 3 people can eat. 

With a bit of help from Operation Ouch, he labelled sec-

tions of the brain…..before we experienced first-hand, 

the effects of refined sugar on the brain! 


