
 
Year 3 English Task – Wednesday 1st April 2020 

 
Building on our work yesterday, today we move on to expanded noun phrases. Again, this is something that we have covered 

and many of you secured in your build up to writing a descriptive piece in the autumn term. (That’s a clue as to what you might 

be doing on Friday!) The exercises below will help you practise and recap your use of expanded noun phrases. 
 

Parents: The combination of an adjective and a noun produces a noun phrase (eg black dog). When we utilise more than one 

adjective to describe the noun we have created an expanded noun phrase (eg small, black dog). With today’s activities 

encourage the children to be as expansive as they can with their descriptions and if they struggle to think of other adjectives 

help and introduce them to new words. Make sure they understand the meaning and spelling. If you have a dictionary, get them 

to look the word up. They have been taught how to use a dictionary but if they need help, list the alphabet for them to refer to. 

As usual, please ensure they are not rushing and that they are using their neatest handwriting. 
 

Children: The sentences below all have both nouns and adjectives in them. This creates a noun phrase. If we use more than one 

adjective to describe a noun then we have expanded the noun phrase. This is all learning from earlier in the year. 

 

1 Copy out the sentences and circle the noun phrase in each sentence.  

a) Mr Redhead went for a run on a dusty path in the park. 

b) The furry cat shed his fur on the sofa. 

c) There were vibrant colours on the girl’s dress. 

d) The musician played an electric guitar and a drum. 

e) The boy wondered when he could ride his new bicycle. 

 

2 Copy the following sentences and circle the expanded noun phrases.  

a) Kevin walked down a long, winding road in the darkness.  

b) Mrs Kelly cooked her friends a delicious, healthy meal. 

c) If he wasn’t to get lost on the bleak mountain then he would need an accurate, readable compass. 

d) What a caring, helpful girl Jane was when she repeatedly stirred the porridge for her busy dad. 

e) The sun shone brightly onto the large, colourful garden. 

 

3 Think of adjectives you could use to describe the following nouns. Then use them to construct expanded noun phrases 

and write a sentence for each one. 

 

 elephant, doctor, leaf, alien, pencil, door handle. 

 

4 Use your knowledge of expanded noun phrases to describe the character below. If you are able when you have 

finished, read this to an adult and discuss other words that you could use in your description. If you discuss words you haven’t 

heard of before then write these down, learn the spelling and look up the meaning in a dictionary (either online or physical).  

 
 

 


