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25rd March 2020 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
I trust this finds you well and slowly getting into a routine at home which works for you and your family. 
Remember, every child and family is different so don't overly compare yourself to what you are seeing on 
social media and keep taking it a day at a time.  
 
As you are aware, I've been updating the website each day with different activities for the children to do and 
with various resources which I hope will help you at home. Yesterday I added the recommended reading 
lists from Hampshire's School Library Service which could give you and your children some new titles to 
share and enjoy alongside class-specific activities which link to the topic your child would have been 
working on after the Easter break. Within the document is a suggested timetable which you can of course 
completely ignore, adapt or follow - it is merely a suggestion along with details and ideas of maths and 
English tasks.  
 
Today, I've added all the times tables resources your child would need for their age-group. Mr Gray keeps 
pestering me about times tables and has said more times than I can remember, "if the children in Yr3 
upwards come back knowing all their times tables and the children in Yr2 know their 2x, 5x and 10x 
instantly, they'll be in a great place."  He is completely right (don't tell him!), they really are the 'key' to maths 
in key stage 2 and 'open the doors' mathematically into secondary and beyond so we would encourage you 
to work on them every day if you can! I have also added a bedtime story read by Miss Davies, something 
that I hope will part of a regular feature. The bedtime story can be found in our new reading page under the 
curriculum section of the website. Lost more new pages will keep appearing in the next few days and weeks.   
 
Tomorrow I shall be adding a writing challenge for the entire school! If your child does complete it, please 
email their finished work to me and I'll share some of the best examples in Homelink on Friday and next 
week. On Friday I shall also be sharing some of my favourite maths challenges from when I still had a class 
and I am excited to see what you and your children do with them! 
 
Going forwards, the teachers will be setting daily maths and English tasks for the children to complete. The 
work, along with the answers, will be posted on the website each day. As with everything we do in school, 
we will review how it is going in a few week's time and adapt as needed. None of the work we are setting is 
compulsory and I'd like to pass on my thanks to those of you who have already contacted us to say you are 
enjoying and appreciate what we are providing. The addition of daily tasks is a result of feedback from 
parents who wanted more for their child. I hope that between all of the resources and activities we are 
sharing, there is something for everybody to be happy with and that our quick adjustment to this request 
shows that we do listen and that we are doing everything we can to support you at home. 
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To support you further, I would like to make my email, w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk  available to 
you all. If you have a question about the tasks which the teachers have sent, I will endeavor to get you an 
answer and the support you need. You can also use this address to send in finished work and pictures for 
the website.  
 
Finally, I'd like to reassure you that the staff are not on holiday! They are all working incredibly hard on 
resources, plans and other documents which will help your children and further develop our amazing school 
when we are allowed to fully re-open. They are so busy infact, they are arguing about who can come in to 
school to work with the pupils here!  
 
As always, stay safe and where possible, stay at home and together we can all contribute to the national 
effort to keep the NHS going! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
William Neighbour 
 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


