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Delivering a nurturing and inclusive environment to encourage growth of the individual 

20th March 2020 

Dear Parents, 

The government has issued clear guidance to schools and parents on the following documents: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-
and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 

As they clearly state, as a country, we all need to do what we can to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 
virus and the most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If 
children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. That is why the 
government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to 
remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. 

If, after reading the guidance you consider yourself to be a key worker and have no other option but to send 

your child to school next week, bearing in mind the government’s advice that every child you can be safely 

cared for at home should be, please complete this Survey Monkey.  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/TLCZVD3  
 

Once we have received your completed form, we will consider your application. Please do NOT phone the 

school office. If you are unable to complete the Survey Monkey please send the school office an email, at 

enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk, with the required information.  

 

Guidance has also been issued about vulnerable children and those who receive free school meals and we 

will be contacting the parents of these children today.   

 

If you are keeping your child at home, as suggested by the government, you do not need to tell us. We will 

be sharing work and activities with you as quickly as we can via email and on the school website. Please 

continue to be patient, it is in hand, but we have to work through everything in an order of priority. We are 

grateful for your continued support and tolerance.   

 

Again, the government clearly states that every child who can be safely cared for at home should. Whilst we 

are here to support the country’s efforts in the war against the virus, please carefully consider if you are 
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using the school for your convenience or your need. It is important to underline that schools, colleges and 

other educational establishments remain safe places for children. But, the fewer children making the journey 

to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and 

infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. For example, your family and the family of each member of 

staff. 

 

I am sorry if the tone of this letter is serious, but these are serious times and it is vital that we support and 

protect as many people as possible and all do our bit. Thank you for all the kind comments and words of 

support we have received so far.  

 

I wish you and your family the very best for the forthcoming weeks. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mr William Neighbour 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


