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Dear Children & Parents, 

 

We have made it to the end of a very long and testing fort-
night in which we have all faced a massive upheaval of our 
lives. Like many of you, I think it is fair to say this has been 
one of the most  intense and stressful periods of my life. I 
have been greatly touched by the many messages of support 
for, and appreciation of, all the school has been doing in 
these difficult times. For every picture of supermarket 
shelves stripped of toilet roll I have witnessed many acts of 
kindness and compassion. When we come through this it 
will be the selflessness, humanity and the generosity of spirt 
that I will chose the remember.  

 

On Monday, as a staff team, we all met in school to put to-
gether a plan to keep the school open while supporting 
those children who then found themselves at home. Since 
then we have added lots to the website class pages and cur-
riculum areas.  

 

From next week, the teachers will be setting daily maths 
and English tasks for the children to complete. The work, 
along with the answers, will be posted on the website each 
day. As with everything we do in school, we will review 
how it is going in a few week's time and adapt as needed. 
None of the work we are setting is compulsory.  In fact, as 
a teacher and parent, I would argue that you should priori-
ties child initiated learning. In my household this has in-
volved writing letters to friends they are missing, investigat-
ing the best material for a boat to float in the bath and a lot 
of studying bugs in the garden. I’m still working on setting 
up Minecraft Education and hope to set up some school 
challenges soon. Unfortunately, every time I think I have 
cracked it I encounter another barrier. 

 

Thank you for the feedback on our daily bedtime stories. I 
have been learning about compressing files and the best 
way to upload them to the website—3 minutes maximum 
shot in a really low resolution. Please do email in pictures of 
all you are doing at home; I would love to fill Homelink 
and the class pages with all of your work. 

 

 

William Neighbour 

The school remains open to  vulnerable children 
and those of Critical Workers. The school is cur-
rently open from 8:30—15:15 Monday to Friday 
and will continue to be open through the Easter 
Holiday including the two bank holidays. While 
children are present, there will be a minimum of 
three members of staff, including at least one mem-
ber of the Senior Leadership Team and a qualified 
teacher, on site. If, bearing in mind current govern-
ment advice that ‘If children can stay safely at 
home, they should’  ,you need to make use of this 
childcare and are not already on our  childcare list,  
please contact me at 
w.neighbour@newlands.hants.sch.uk to make the 
necessary arrangements.  

 BBC Bitesize Daily will run 
from April 2020 to bring a spe-
cial daily lesson in English, 
maths and other core subjects 
to children and young people 
across the UK, who are learning 
at home during school closures. 

 

Begin the learning journey by watching an animated 
video and doing an interactive activity with your 
child. English, maths and science games then help 
them put their knowledge into practice and can be 
played with or without parental support! 

 

Bitesize provides support for learners 
aged 5 to 16+ across a wide range of school sub-
jects and also supports children and young people’s 
wellbeing and career choices. Bitesize guides are 
written by teachers and subject experts and are 
mapped to follow the curricula of the UK.  


