
 
Year 4 English Tasks – Tuesday 31st March 2020 

 

Today, we shall continue working on our copying – aim for perfection (be as picky as Mr Gray is!) – as well as moving 

forwards with our direct speech punctuation. 
 

Parents: Please see yesterday’s comments about copying. Splitting the direct speech up isn’t too hard but takes practice. 

Following the instructions here should help. 
 

Children: Remember to focus on your handwriting during every task because bad habits are really hard to break. Have high 

expectations of yourself and push for perfection all the time. 

 

1. Copy each sentence using your best handwriting 

a. Their cat’s favourite food was chicken. 

b. After lunch, Mr Gray remembered to phone Mr Neighbour. 

c. “Where are our school clothes?” asked Helen. 

 

Look carefully at the examples of direct speech. 

“Quick,” shouted Tina loudly, “look over there.” 

“Quick!” shouted Tina loudly. “Look over there.” 
The blue highlighter shows you the differences between the two sentences. The new learning here is being able to put the 

reporting clause (who is speaking and/or how they are saying it) in the middle of the direct speech rather than at the end. As a 

writer, you now need to really consider what the punctuation is doing in the sentence. For example, the first blue punctuation 

after the word ‘quick’ doesn’t affect the lowercase ‘shouted’ at all – treat it like a normal, direct speech sentence. What is key is 

the second blue punctuation that comes after ‘loudly’. In the top sentence, there is comma after loudly, which means the 

sentence is continuing so the ‘look’ does NOT need a capital letter. In the bottom sentence, there is a full stop after loudly. This 

means the sentence has stopped so the ‘look’ will need a capital letter as it is the start of a new sentence. As both sentences 

have who is speaking in the middle, you do not need to put ‘said XYZ’ at the end again. You can just use a full stop or 

exclamation mark to end the sentences. 

 

Have a go at the following task. If you get in a knot, take a picture and email it to Mr Neighbour. He’ll forward it to me and I’ll be 

able to give you feedback and help if you need it. Take your time and re-read my explanation (above) a few times before you 

have a go. 
 

2. Correct these sentences. The spellings are correct but they all have punctuation errors. 

a. “Is it nearly dinner?” asked Anna. “I’m starving.”  

b. “You’re early,” said the waiter. “Your table isn’t quite ready.”  

c. “I can’t play out tonight,” explained Rachel, “I’ve got too much homework to do.” 

d. “It’s no use crying,” snapped Tony, “you’ll only make me angrier.” 

 

 

 
 
 


