
            7th February 2020 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

Since joining Newlands I have noticed a strange occurrence on or around Valentines 
Day. I have started the day on the front gate and seen lots of happy children coming 
into school, some of whom are laden down with cards and small gifts. The children 
are happy, excited and can’t wait to hand out their goodies. Unfortunately this, in the 
past has quickly turned to tears. While it is a lovely gesture to give cards and gifts to 
others the reality at Newlands is that for a significant amount children the day proves 
to be very upsetting. For the last two years staff have had to support numerous devastated children because either 
cards have been unwanted, not reciprocated or simply that people without cards felt left out. The impact on the 
emotional well-being of individuals and whole classes has been significant and dominates the whole school day. It is 
not in my nature to ban things, so instead I’m asking you to think about whether your children need to exchange 
cards? If they do want exchange cards, can it be done in a 
subtle way that won’t hurt the feelings of others? Are your 
children emotionally prepared for cards being rejected or not 
reciprocated? We are not banning the giving of cards and 
staff will not be confiscating them, however no school time 
will be given over to the handing out of cards and as a school 
we will not be marking Valentines day. 

 

William Neighbour 

February 
11th Safer Internet Day 
14th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
24th Children Start Back 
29th Climate Change Poster Exhibition, 11:00am  to 
 3:00pm @ Yateley School 
March 
2nd Parent’s Evening, 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
4th Landscape Strategy Workshop, 9:00 to 11:00 
4th Parent’s Evening , 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
5th World Book Day  (Mufti day – pyjamas) 
13th Sport Relief (Mufti day – sports clothing) 
14th Climate Change Poster Exhibition, 11:00am  to 
3:00pm @ Darby Green Community Centre 
25th Y3 Avon Tyrrell Residential Departs 
31st Landscape Strategy Workshop, 3:30 to 5:00 
April 
2nd FONDS Disco 
3rd Colour Team Morning (with parents)  
3rd Break up for Easter at 1:30pm 
20th INSET—School closed to children 
May 
22nd Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
June 
1st Children Start Back 
8th  Y6 Stubbington Residential Departs 
19th Den Building (with parents) at 1:30pm 
26th FONDS Summer Fayre 
29th INSET—School closed to children 
July 
10th Annual Reports to Parents  
17th Newlands’ Got Talent Festival, 2:00pm 
20th School Sports Day & picnic lunch  
21st Y6 Leaver’s Service, 1:30pm @ St Peter’s  
21st  FONDS Disco  
22nd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm PTO for a learning update from Oak Class 

Sharing stories about various situa-
tions can put a child’s mind at ease 
and make transitions and new experi-
ences easier to cope with and more 
understandable. ‘When a book might 
help’ is a list of story books suitable 
for this purpose. The booklist contains books covering topics 
relevant to the children of today, including grief, anxiety, bul-
lying and staying safe online. In recognition of the potential 
impact of living with diagnosed conditions and physical disa-
bilities, the booklist explores living well with conditions in-
cluding Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), dyslexia, Obsessive Com-
pulsive Disorder (OCD) and physical disabilities. The book-
list is targeted at children in Key Stage 2 and includes titles 
suitable for a wide range of reading levels to support less con-
fident readers, and to encourage children to read together 
with their siblings and carers. You can find the booklist here 
www.hampshirelibraries.blog/whenabookmighthelp There is 
also a link on the school web-site 

 www.newlandsprimary.net/useful_links  



Oak Class 
Year 2 have been working extreme-

ly hard on writing their stories 
about the Ice Palace. More recently 

we have been rewriting our own 
versions of Little Red Riding Hood. 
In mathematics we have been find-
ing out about fractions. In order to 

understand what ¼, 2/4, ¾ and 
4/4 means we created our own 

fraction pizzas from scratch. We 
have also been solving tricky prob-
lems. In our Art we have been de-
veloping our own Banksy works of 

art with paint. It has been really 
interesting finding out how to use 

our art to create messages. 


