
            13th September 2019 
www.newlandsprimary.net        Telephone: 01252 871188 
E-mail: enquiries@newlands.hants.sch.uk  

Dear Children & Parents, 

 

What a wonderful start to the school year. When I talk to the 
children they are really engrossed in their new learning topics. 
The positive impact of our new broad and more balanced cur-
riculum is already evident just in the way the children talk about 
their learning. Earlier this week, we were visited by county rep-
resentatives. They have acknowledged our great start to the year 
and the changes we have made recently to ensure the children 
get the broad and balanced education they deserve. I am so 
grateful to the staff team for the evenings, weekends and holi-
days they give up to provide such a rich and challenging learning 
experience.  

 

A massive thank you to the three parents who have already of-
fered to run additional clubs for school, information about Net-
ball, Art and Choir clubs will follow soon. In the coming weeks 
we also should be in a position to share some exciting news 
about music tuition, and 
educational visits. 

 

William Neighbour 

September 
17th Year 6 Taster Day at Frogmore CC  
18th Meet the Teacher Sessions (Years 1-6) 
October 
1st New YR Open event, 2:00pm & 7.00pm  
7th INSET—School closed to children 
9th Y4 Minstead Residential Departs 
14th Parent’s Evening , 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
16th Parent’s Evening , 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
24th Languages Colour Team Day (Children Only) 
25th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
November 
4th Children Start Back 
4th New YR Open event, 2:00pm & 7.00pm  
December  
4th New YR Open event, 2:00pm 
12th Flu Immunisations  
16th Christingle Service, 10:00am @ St Peter’s Church  
17th Infant Nativity, 10:00am & 2:00pm  
18th Infant Nativity, 10:00am 
20th Break up for Christmas at 1:30pm 
January  
6th INSET—School closed to children 
7th Children Start Back 
9th New YR Open event, 2:00pm 
February 
11th Safer Internet Day 
14th  Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
24th Children Start Back 
March 
2nd Parent’s Evening , 3:30pm to 6:30pm  
4th Parent’s Evening , 4:30pm to 7:30pm  
5th World Book Day  
13th Sport Relief (Mufti day – sports clothing) 
25th Y3 Avon Tyrrell Residential Departs 
April 
3rd Colour Team Morning (with parents)  
3rd 20th Break up for Easter at 1:30pm 
20th INSET—School closed to children 
May 
22nd Break up for half term at 3.15pm 
June 
1st Children Start Back 
8th  Y6 Stubbington Residential Departs 
19th Den Building (with parents) at 1:30pm 
29th INSET—School closed to children 
July 
10th Annual Reports to Parents  
17th Newlands’ Got Talent Festival, 2:00pm 
20th School Sports Day & picnic lunch  
21st Y6 Leaver’s Service, 1:30pm @ St Peter’s Church 
22nd Break up for Summer at 1:30pm 

 

PTO for first week at school pictures  

I have received a number of e-mails regarding my comments in 
Homelink referencing bags in school. In my time at Newlands, I 
have made no significant changes to the uniform policy. How-
ever, I have been made aware that over the years my predeces-
sors have communicated information contrary to the policy. 
Therefore, for many, there is an expectation that children on 
joining the junior classes can start bringing a rucksack to school. 
During the summer term I highlighted the uniform policy and 
our expectations in the hope that parents would read it prior to 
doing the back to school shop. However, I believe that unwrit-
ten expectations conveyed in the past have meant the section 
about bags was overlooked by the majority of families. 

 

Unfortunately there simply is not enough room in the cloak-
rooms (especially in Years 3 & 4) to accommodate 30 large bags 
plus PE kits and coats. In no way does the policy ban rucksacks 
and prescribe the bags children must use, it simply offers a rec-
ommendation. I appreciate families have already bought bags 
and want to make use of these and in line with our policy, as 
long as they are not too large, we will continue to accommodate 
the range of bags that children are using. We do however need 
the support of as many families as possible to ensure the school 
is a safe and orderly learning environment and encourage you, if 
buying new bags, to consider book bags or other small bags. 



First Week At School 

It has been a pleasure welcoming 

our new Chestnut class to New-

lands. They have settled in really 

quickly and have had a wonderful 

time exploring their new learning 

environment. Some visitors to 

school on Thursday were taken by 

how mature the children are and 

how quickly they have embraced 

life at primary school. When in the 

classroom or having lunch with the 

children it feels like they have been 

here for months instead of just 4 

days.  


