
 HOMELINK 
All you need is love, but a little extra chocolate 
helps. 
Easter is almost upon us and it’s time for us all to take a well 
earned break. I hope you all have an amazing holiday and come 
back re-energised and reinvigorated for the summer term.  
 
It has been an amazing half term and we have squeezed in so 
much.  
 
This week Silver Birch created an amazing South American  
Café. The food, which they prepared and cooked themselves, 
was amazing, as were the table decorations. There was a  
phenomenal turn out from the parents—thank you so much. 
However, a special ‘thank you’ is needed for Mrs Phillips-Stafford for giving up her  
afternoon (and kitchen) to help, Mrs Hilton-Gee for being brave enough to see her  
fabulous idea though to the end and of course all of the wonderful volunteers who came 
in to help the children with the cooking and setting up. 
 
Silver Birch and Maple performed their Samba this week as well, which again had a  
fantastic turn out from the parents. We heard them practising week on week, getting 
better and better, until they felt ready to perform to a real audience. It has been incredi-
ble to hear pupils creating an orchestral piece, with so many layers, performed with such 
energy—well done! 
 
And of course we need to mention last week’s drama performance from Maple and 
Beech which managed to combine some serious messages with a lot of good fun, and 
plenty of laughter. Once again I need to say, ‘thank you’ to the parents, because again 
the turn out was fantastic. Newlands is a lucky school to have such supportive parents! 
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Avon Tyrrell 
Going away on school residential visits is something I have 
enjoyed since I was at school all those years ago. However, 
having the privilege of taking Silver Birch to Avon Tyrrell this 
year has been such a massive highlight of my time here at 
Newlands.   
 
It never fails to amaze me the difference you see in pupils 
when we are away from school. We saw girls who we 
thought were quiet and shy, suddenly becoming confident 
and out-going. We even saw how tidy boys can keep their 
bedrooms when they want to.  
 
Whilst I want to thank Mrs Harris and Mrs Danelutti for all 
their hard work in organising the trip, my  biggest thank you 
goes out to all of the pupils in Silver Birch for being so  
utterly brilliant! 

Chestnuts go newt hunting 
There is something incredibly magical about working with 
Chestnut Class. From erupting volcanoes to newt hunting,  
everything is always so enchanting, so exciting, so captivating. 
Their thirst for life, for adventure, is addictive.  
 
I have seen four year olds building papier-mâché  
volcanoes and talking about how they are formed, then  
making them erupt and talking about how lava is molten rock. 
I know that Mr Furzland had a fabulous time fishing for wildlife 
with Chestnuts in the school pond, and I know he is looking 
forward to seeing their writing about it as well. 
 

 
 

Willow class are off in the 
clouds 
Willow Class had a fabulous visit to 
the FAST museum. They learned 
about the history of aviation in  
Britain, from Samuel Cody’s first light 
all the way through to modern jets. 
Willows were superb ambassadors 
for the school, well behaved but full 
of energy and enthusiasm. Well done 
to Miss Conway and all of her  
helpers for a wonderful trip. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Royal Berkshire 10km Run 
A growing number of the staff, led by Mrs Warner, Mrs Sealey 
(with Will, Ben and Jacob), Mrs Richardson, Miss Lucken and Mrs 
Walker, have signed up for the Royal Berkshire 10km run. The aim 
is to raise money for Southampton Ronald McDonald House as a 
thank you for the amazing work they have done with a family very 
close to our hearts. Please support us by going to; 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
NewlandsPrimarySchool 

Event Date 

Break up for Easter at 1:30 Friday 7th April 

Summer Term starts Monday 24th April 

SATs Parent’s Meeting at 5:30 Tuesday 25th April 

Year 5 Swimming Starts Thursday 27th April 

FONDS Meeting at 7:30 Thursday 27th April 

Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 

Bouncathon Friday 5th May 

Year 6 SATs Week Monday 8th May to Friday 12th May 

Year 5 Runways End Residential Monday 8th May to Friday 12th May 

Walk to School Week Monday 15th May to Friday 19th May 

Class photos Thursday 18th May 

Mufti Day Friday 19th May 

New YR Parent Evening at 6:30 Wednesday 24th May 

Finish for half term at 3:15 Friday 26th May 

Back to school Monday 5th June 

Year 4 Cuffley Residential Tuesday 6th June to Friday 9th June 

New Year R activities afternoon Thursday 8th June 

Year 6 French Residential Monday 12th June to Friday 16th June 

Whole School Sports Day Friday 23rd June 


