
 HOMELINK 
Ofsted 
By now I am hoping that you have had the chance to read Newland’s Oftsed 
report. The report is really positive but I wanted to take a moment to draw 
out what were, for me, the highlights. 
 
‘Classrooms are happy and productive places. It is obvious that pupils enjoy 
coming to school and that the curriculum meets their needs well. One pupil 
told me that she enjoys lessons because: ‘Teachers make learning exciting,’’  
 
‘Pupils display a thirst for learning’  
 
‘Pupils behaved exceptionally well during the inspection. They are keen to learn and really do relish 
challenge when it is offered. I was particularly struck by how articulate many of the older pupils are.’  
 
The Governors ‘are committed and passionate about their roles.’  

 
In my opinion these four quotes summarise what a school 
should be about, but what I think is perhaps missing from 
the report are some of the quotes from Free Text. The in-
spector shared some of them whilst on his visit. These, 
coupled with the Parent Voice survey spoke volumes about 
you, the parents. 
 
The real positive from the inspection is that it is over and 
that we can now focus on what is really  
important—the future of our pupils. 
 

 

Infant Entrance 
Many of you are aware, and have commented, that our infant 
entrance is very narrow and it’s difficult to get buggies 
through to the classrooms. Over the February half term holi-
day we are going to have the gates and footpath widened to 
help alleviate this congestion. We aim to carry out the works 
in such a way as to create as minimal disruption as possible. 
However, if for some reason the work is not completed by 
next half term, we ask parents to be patient and to take care. 
If there are going to be any significant disruptions we will text 
and let you know. 
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The On-line Generation 
After seventeen years of teaching the one thing I have 
learned is that by the time I understand the technology—it’s 
already outdated. Keeping children safe online is a massive 
challenge for parents and for schools. A recent NSPCC sur-
vey shows the worrying reality; 
 30% of parents have never set parent controls. 
 33% of children have experienced significant on-line 

bullying. 
 More than 60% of parents admitted to never checking 

the sites that their children view. 
 More than 40% of primary school pupils have 1 or 

more social media profiles. 
 5% of school children have arranged a secret meeting.  
 
On Tuesday 7th February we are going to run an internet safety day for the pupils. As part of this 
day we are going to be running a parent workshop from 7:00pm. We aim for the workshop to 
take no more than an hour and we promise to make it interactive—so bring along your mobile 
devices. Before you say, ‘oh I don’t need to go’, let me ask you three simple questions. 
 
1) When was the last time you checked your child’s web history or your Parent Control Settings? 
2) Did you know that Minecraft has a range of chat functions? 
3) Where is your child’s mobile phone or tablet when they go to bed? 
 
 

Quick Bits 
Unfortunately due to a lack of response we will have to cancel the Citizens Advice workshop on 
Money Management on Wednesday 8th February. 

 

There are a huge number of trips currently 
being organised, from local area visits to over-
seas residential trips. This is a tremendous 
amount of work for the staff but such hugely 
beneficial experiences for the pupils. All we 
ask is that you keep an eye out for the infor-
mation, do your best to make the deadlines 
and keep on supporting us. 

 

With January being so cold, absence rates 
dropping due to illness, and us all wishing we 
were on a tropical beach, can we just remind parents and pupils to wrap up warm and bring a 
coat to school as we do still go out for breaks and lunchtimes. 

 

I would like to review the policy for homework and as such would love to work with parents to 
gather your thoughts. If you would like to join a daytime working party to help this review, 
please just drop me a line and let me know. 
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Event Date 

Year 2 visit to Yateley Library Monday 30th January  

Fairy Tales and Fables Workshop Thursday 2nd February 

Internet Safety Day Tuesday 7th February 

Online Safety Parent Workshop Tuesday 7th February 

Year 3 Butser Farm Monday 13th February 

The Love of Food Themed Lunch Tuesday 14th February 

Movie Night Thursday 16th February 

Break up for Half Term Friday 17th February  

INSET Day Monday 27th February 

Pupils Start New Half Term Tuesday 28th February 

World Book Day (Mufti) Thursday 2nd March 

Planting Day Thursday 9th March 


