
 HOMELINK 
Where has the half term gone?! 
It is incredible to think that seven weeks have already flown by and that we are already coming to the end 
of our first half term. For some families it has been an exciting voyage of discovery and for others it has 
been a more traumatic time. Through these rough seas I have seen families provide a safe harbour for 
those in need and be tremendous pillars of strength and support. We should be proud of that, and thankful 
for the loving people we have in our community.  
 
Hooray for Hockey! 
Thursday 13th October saw our incredible hockey 
team stretch their legs for the first time this season in 
a tournament opener at Samuel Cody School. Since 
the start of the year Mrs Sealey, Mrs Harris and the 
team have been busy training and all I can say is—
that hard work really showed. During the first game 
Newlands had a tremendous amount of possession 
but couldn`t score that elusive first goal against  
Wellington School. However, hungry for success, 
they came out again winning their next two matches 3
-0, 3-0. The team’s final match was against a local  
rival, Frogmore Junior School, which they won 2-0. 
Three amazing wins but what is even more  
impressive was the clean sheet—no one was able to 
score against us. A tremendous ‘well done!’ to the 
whole team! A special ‘thank you’ should also be given to Mr Sealey, who was roped in at the last minute 
by the tournament organisers to umpire. Good luck to the team for the rest of the season, and to our  
football team who have their first home game of the season on Thursday 3rd November.    

 
A Real Harvest Celebration 
It was really lovely to see so many parents at our 
Harvest Celebration at St. Peter’s Church last 
week. Having such a large proportion of our 
community together was humbling and it was a 
pleasure to be a part of . You may have noticed 
that Chestnut Class weren`t able to join us. Un-
fortunately, they were simply far too busy bak-
ing bread with Mrs Phillips-Stafford, our school 
cook (the smell was divine). In the days leading 
up to the celebration we had boxes and boxes of 
food being donated—thank you! It made an im-
pressive display when it was gathered together 
for Hart Food Bank to collect on Monday. It is 
great to know it is going to a good cause, locally. 

The whole event summed up what is so incredible about Newlands Primary School.  
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A little plea 

With the arrival of a school holiday (and with Christmas sneaking ever closer) I know some parents 
may well be having a little clear out to make space for the festive season. We would like to ‘help’ make 
space and, with the winter weather creeping in, we could also make wet lunchtimes more fun at the 
same time.  

So if you had any unwanted... 

 Sewing needles 
 Cotton 
 Buttons 
 Scrap materials 
 Wool 
 Crochet hooks 
 Knitting needles 
 Colouring books (pages can easily be taken 

out) 
 Top Trumps 
 Playing Cards 
 Board games 
 Plastic clogs (Crocs) child size 10 and up  
 
We would love to have them. 
 

Social Media 

A few years ago, I was fortunate enough to hear Tim Berners-Lee (reputed 
inventor of the internet) lead a seminar at Southampton University.  
Hearing him talk about his dream of creating a way of bringing the world 
closer together by openly sharing information was utterly inspiring. He 
then spoke of social media and it felt as though there was a dark cloud 
hovering over his head. To him this was the essence of what he wanted, 
the ability to stay in touch even though friends and families might be on 
the other side of the world. However, he also spoke how these inspiration-
al creations were being abused. Tim simply asked, “If you wouldn’t say it 
to someone’s face why would you write on Facebook?” I can’t help but 
think he a had a point.  
 

A Few Final Bits... 

Wrap Around Care—We have listened to your feedback about wanting a breakfast club and an after 
school club. Currently we are looking at staff and training and once this is all in place we will be in 
touch again to give you more specific information. 

School Dinners - Jacket potatoes will be a third option on the new school dinner menu after half 
term, a copy of which has been sent home this week, with the eldest child in the family. 

Headlice— We have had a few incidents of head lice in different year groups. Please take the  
opportunity over half term to check and treat head lice. 
 
New Caretaker—I would like to take this opportunity to formally welcome Mr Paul McEvoy who 
has joined Newlands as our new Caretaker. It’s fantastic to welcome him to the team and I know he 
has met many of you when he has been out and about. 
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Event Date Event Date 

INSET Day Monday 31st October Infant Nativity 
Monday 5th December 

Tuesday 6th December 

Bikeability 
Monday 7th November to 

Friday 11th  November 
Christingle Service Monday 12th December 

Oak Class Visit to The 

Living Rainforest 
Thursday 10th November 

Christmas Lunch and 

Mufti 

Wednesday 14th  

December 

Remembrance Day  

Assembly 
Friday 11th November School Disco 

Wednesday 14th  

December 

Bags for Schools 
Wednesday 16th  

November 
Break up for Christmas 

Friday 16th December at 

1:30pm. 

Children In Need Friday 18th November INSET Day 
Tuesday 3rd January 

2017 

Mufti-Day 
Wednesday 23rd  

November 

New Term Starts Wednesday 4th January 

2017 

Christmas Fayre 
Friday 25th November   


