
 HOMELINK 
A Wonderfully Warm Welcome! 
 
As we draw to the end of September I felt that I needed to summarise 
it somehow. The only thing I could think of saying was… thank you! 
It is abundantly clear how passionate the community is about New-
lands and I have to confess the positivity has been amazing. It has 
been an honour joining such an incredibly conscientious, hard work-
ing and caring group of staff who have been so welcoming. We may 
only be a few weeks into term but we have already seen many parents 
coming into school to meet their new class teacher and for our first 
celebration assembly of the year. It is always lovely to have you in. On 
that note, it’s not too late if you would like to help out in class. It 
doesn`t have to be your own child’s class (although it obviously can 
be) and it doesn`t have to be just to listen to readers. If you are a keen 
cook, an eager artist, a marvellous mathematician or a handy Andy, 
just drop in and let us know. 
 

Staff Changes 

As I am sure you are aware there have been a number of staff changes here at Newlands. I would like 
to take this opportunity to welcome the new Willow Class teacher, Miss Conway to the Newlands’ 
team. It is also lovely to have Mrs Donegan in her new role as class teacher in Beech Class. Sadly we 
waved goodbye to Mrs Boobyer, who has moved on to an exciting new job, and I'm sure you will join 
me in wishing her well. We are currently advertising for someone to join our fabulous Learning Sup-
port Team and I will do my best to keep you informed as to how that is going. We are also still on the 
look out for a new site manager and lunchtime supervisor, so if you know of anyone who might be 
interested get them to contact the school office.  

 
FONDS 
We have a very success, pro-active ‘school 
association’ at Newlands who do incredible 
work. Our FONDS volunteers have been 
brilliant at raising money for school—
money that directly impacts all of our pupils. 
With their support we are able to provide so 
many more exciting opportunities for our 
pupils and without this support our pupils 
would sadly lose out. If you feel you can 
help out in any way then why not come and 
join us. The next FONDS meeting is the AGM. Everyone is invited to come along to school on 
Thursday 29th September at 7.30pm.    
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A Little Nag… or 2 

I want these newsletters to be a celebration of everything that is good at Newlands. 
However… I do need to make a plea. There are a very small number of parents 
have been seen smoking when they are collecting their children. Whilst I realise 
this is happening off of the school site it doesn`t set a very good impression for 
our pupils.  

  

Due to a lack of space, I understand that parking is a prob-
lem at pick up and drop off times. I ask that parents are 
courteous to one another and keep a close eye out for pe-
destrians. If you have any suggestions of what we can do to 
alleviate this problem I would love to hear your suggestions 
so please drop in and see me. 

 

Twitter 

Looking at the number of ‘hits’ I'm not sure how many parents are aware 
that Newlands has a Twitter feed. Tweeting is a new concept for me and I 
must admit that limiting what I say to 150 characters has been a challenge. 
However, I am trying to Tweet every Friday just so you have a flavour of 
what we have been up to in school. 

 

 

School Dinners - not a nag 

I have been really impressed with our catering team this year 
and the quality of the  meals here is very good. The team have 
come to me already and we talked about adding a jacket pota-
to option during the colder weather and when the sun reap-
pears we are hoping to add the picnic lunch option. We would 
love to see more pupils having school meals so we are talking to the whole staff about what 
themed days we can run throughout the year. If you want a school meal you can pay in ad-
vance online (speak to the office if you don`t have a log in) or you can pay on a Monday 
morning. 

 

A Building Site  

Superb news! Hampshire County Council com-
missioned a refurbishment of our outside toi-
lets. Over the last three weeks we have had 
plumbers, electricians, builders and much more. 
The great news is that the work is now finished 
and the toilets are no open again. I would like 
to thank Mrs Moore for all the hard work that 
she put in to organising this work.   
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Event Date Event Date 

Year 5 & 6 visit to the 

Royal Opera House 
Thursday 29th September 

New Parents Open  

Evening 
Wednesday 12th October 

FONDS AGM 
Thursday 29th September 

at 7:30pm 
Harvest Festival Friday 14th October 

Individual School Photos Monday 3rd October Half Term 
Monday 24th October to 

Friday 28th October 

Avon Tyrrell Meeting 
Monday 3rd October at 

3:30pm 
INSET Day Monday 31st October 

Pupil Led Learning  

Reviews 

Monday 3rd October 

5:00pm to 7:30pm 

 

Wednesday 5th October 

3:30pm  to 6:00pm 

 

Bikeability 
Monday 7th November to 

Friday 11th  November 

Year 1, 2 & 3 Flu Vac-

cine 
Monday 10th October 

Remembrance Day  

Assembly 
Friday 11th November 

New Parents Open  

Afternoon 

Tuesday 11th October Children In Need Friday 18th November 


